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The Bamford Beat… 

At the heart of learning 

  Friday 28th January 2022 

 

Last week, on Wednesday 19th January, the children at The John Bamford 

Primary School had a fantastic experience when author Luke Temple visited 

to talk to them about his books and what it was like to be a published 

author. The children and staff really enjoyed listening to extracts of Luke’s 

books and talking to him about what inspired him to write.  

We found it so interesting that Luke Temple was not a confident reader or writer at school but persevered and 

overcame this to become a published author today. Many children wanted to learn about how you became an 

author, where he liked to write his stories and what it was like to write 

books for a living. This is what some children had to say following his visit:  

I want to be just like Luke Temple when I grow up! 

- Preah 

I want to write my first book right now! 

- George 

I want to be an author when I’m older too! 

- Jaskaran 

 

Luke returned to school on Thursday 20th to deliver a book signing. 

Hundreds of children queued up eagerly to meet Luke and buy his books. 

One of our pupils was particularly excited, Vincent in Year 2 wanted to 

show Luke the first chapter of the book he had been writing. Vincent said 

that he was inspired by Luke to write his own stories and it was influenced by ‘Albert and the Giant Squid. It was a 

very enriching experience for all and it was great to see all of the children filled with aspirations for their futures.   

 

 

On Friday 4th February 2022, the children at The John 

Bamford Primary School will be celebrating NSPCC 

Number Day! This year’s theme ‘MATHS ROCKS!’  

has been decided on by the Math’s Ambassadors. 

Children are welcome to come to school dressed as 

a rock star and donate £1 to the NSPCC charity. The 

day will be filled with many maths activities and we 

will celebrate our love of the subject!   
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Years 3 and 4 created a painting of the blue abyss. The children focused on 

changing the value of the colour blue by making shades and tints. They 

imagined they were in the abyss looking up 

towards the sky. They recognised that the 

trenches, abyss and midnight zone of the ocean 

would be deep and dark so they added black to 

decrease the colour value. Alternatively, they noticed that the twilight and 

sunlight zones are lighter so they added white to increase its value.  

 

 

In Years 5 and 6, we have been learning about 

evolution and inheritance in Science. As part of our 

learning in this subject, the pupils looked at 

fossils and discussed how they were formed and 

what information they give us about our past. We 

were so inspired by our learning we grabbed our 

coats and ventured out for some hands on 

learning. The children dug down into the earth to see if they could find any clues about 

the past and the history of our school. We had a great time and unearthed some 

interesting finds from fragments of pottery to old screws. Some children even discovered what they believed to be a 

fossil too!  

                                         

In Maths this week, Year 1 and 2 have been learning about Volume and 

Capacity! The children had lots of fun learning about this practically by filling containers of 

different capacities and then comparing the volume of each. 

Children then used this experience to read scales with different 

integers. They worked exceptionally well and we are proud of the 

learning that they have completed!  

 

 

In Reception, we have continued our ‘Ice Age‘ adventure this week. The children have created their cave paintings 

on their tea stained paper. They looked at the cave paintings we have practised and carefully used 

the sticks to draw their cave images, using mud paint. We also did an ice challenge. The children 

were challenged to see if they could build a tower using the ice cubes. They used some amazing 

maths vocabulary, talking about how tall or short their towers were and comparing them to their 

friends. 

As the children had so much fun playing with and exploring the ice the teachers froze for them, 

they decided that they wanted to create some ice themselves. We went for a walk to find some 

natural materials to freeze and then we put them into a balloon with some water and put them inside the freezer. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fbanksprimary%2Fstatus%2F1252129770906824705&psig=AOvVaw3qfoy87d5LXy6mOtO2Y4PO&ust=1615915945118000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMjYypbqsu8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAO
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartkey.com%2Fview%2FiowmxJ_mrs-pill-clipart-freeuse-stock-year-2%2F&psig=AOvVaw0bz-L133JPqGObvoLlKbiw&ust=1615978769467000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNjN0ZbUtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAP
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ysgolhiraddug.org.uk%2Fyear-6%2F&psig=AOvVaw1vphhBXT9ZdvxzvI_6k6uI&ust=1615979092845000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMCN67zVtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcloverhillprimary.org%2Findex.php%2F2020%2F12%2F11%2Freception-class-friday-update-11th-december%2F&psig=AOvVaw1CYa6ODdsXqVRTEDTGlQd2&ust=1615978907154000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMj4s9jUtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAi
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcloverhillprimary.org%2Findex.php%2F2020%2F12%2F11%2Fyear-1-newsletter-for-7th-11th-december%2F&psig=AOvVaw1CYa6ODdsXqVRTEDTGlQd2&ust=1615978907154000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMj4s9jUtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAo
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The children predicted whether their ice would freeze or not with the materials, they chose. We had some amazing 

discussions and sentences in their Adventure Books about this. The following day we inspected 

our ice balloons to see what had happened and if our predictions were 

correct. What a great week we have had!  

               

                   

 

 

 

 

This week in nursery, we have continued looking at our basic shapes, focussing on the 

triangle! The children have really enjoyed finding shapes in the environment and showing 

them to all of the ladies. We have explored our colour monster book 

where we have talked about our feelings and matched them to their 

corresponding colour and emotion; the children thoroughly 

enjoy this book and describing the monsters. The children have been 

working on their fine motor skills and joining in with dough disco 

and cutting activities. 

                 

 

In tots we have continued our journey into the story of Goldilocks, the children enjoyed trying porridge and listening 

to the story. We have been exploring our outdoor classroom where the children have been busy having fun and 

making their own porridge in the mud kitchen. 

 

                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fbrakpanherald.co.za%2F144794%2Fselecting-a-preschool-what-you-need-to-know%2F&psig=AOvVaw0_doR9xoFVXrze-i7S_n1r&ust=1615979375296000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJDw28PWtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAo
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Music Time! 

Mindfulness means paying full attention to something. It means slowing down to really notice what you are doing. 

Being mindful is the opposite of rushing or multitasking. When you are mindful, you're taking your time. You are 
focusing in a relaxed, easy way. 

Harness the mood boosting power of music by making a playlists with your child – one that helps them feel peaceful, 
one to help them focus and another to give them a feel-good hit. A good old sing always lifts the spirits, too. 
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Our School 

Values: 
 

    Collective 

Responsibility “I 

am always an 

important part of the team.” 

 

Respect: 

 “I am always proud of myself 

and those around me.” 

 

Resilience:  

“I overcome 

challenges and try 

new things every day.” 

 

Reflection:                                                                         

“Am I the best I 

can be?”

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our School Vision:  We are preparing our children to live 

fulfilled lives as positive, motivated lifelong learners who adapt, 

contribute and give their best as local, national and global citizens in an 

ever-changing technological world. 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wallacestone.falkirk.sch.uk%2F_images%2F345601_l.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wallacestone.falkirk.sch.uk%2Fschool_%2Fschool_values%2Fschool_values.html&tbnid=EvrJicJ2t2mvbM&vet=10CBcQMyjTAWoXChMI-MiLobzx8gIVAAAAAB0AAAAAEAM..i&docid=NF0OPOPchOJcXM&w=880&h=623&q=values&hl=en-GB&ved=0CBcQMyjTAWoXChMI-MiLobzx8gIVAAAAAB0AAAAAEAM
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.runctonholmewormegay.co.uk%2F_files%2Fimages%2Fclipart%2F2BC510F2F30FE0E846BBDA1BD411A033.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.holycrossfederation.org.uk%2Fpage%2F%3Ftitle%3DOur%2BSchool%2BVision%26pid%3D1193&tbnid=pGzPY177-6HPVM&vet=12ahUKEwiK2rnxu_HyAhUUBRoKHbBYAtkQMyg0egQIARBU..i&docid=YIC235t5Utge_M&w=300&h=248&q=vision&hl=en-GB&ved=2ahUKEwiK2rnxu_HyAhUUBRoKHbBYAtkQMyg0egQIARBU
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNmVxMvI58cCFeIX2wod_cANAQ&url=http://www.gracetabernacle.co.uk/gt-vision.html&psig=AFQjCNEI6R6qi4ld1U9tYGtdafH1H0nWFw&ust=1441806031302905
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Date Event 

 

  

  

12th January  Governors meeting at 5.30pm 

19th January  Luke Temple – author – in school working with Y1-Y6 

20th January  Luke Temple – book signing  

4th February  NSPCC Numbers Day  

7th – February  Safer Internet Week & Young Money Challenge Week  

7th February  Y5/6 Bubble Disco  

8th February  Y3/4 Bubble Disco  

9th February  Y1/2 Bubble Disco 

9th February  Y1-Y6 cricket presentation  

9th February  Governors meeting at 5.30pm 

10th February  Reception Bubble Disco  

11th February  Y5/6 visit to The Black Country Museum  

18th February  Y5/6 drama workshop  

18th February  School closes  

21st – 25th February  School closed for half term holiday  

28th February  School opens to staff and children  
  

  

  

School INSET days for Academic Year 2021-2022: 

1st September 2021, 1st November 2021, 17th December 2021, 4th January 2022, 17th June 2022 

 

 

 

 


