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The Bamford Beat… 

At the heart of learning 

  Friday 23rd April 2021 

  

This year we have worked collectively towards a global cause. We have been working with Achievement 
for All to contribute to the 200 Million Minute Reading Challenge. At The John Bamford Primary School, we 
know that introducing all children and young people to the habit of reading in everyday life can improve 
communications skills and brighten future prospects, unlocking new worlds and possibilities. 

Ten minutes of reading a day can make a huge impact to a child’s development, so imagine what 200 
million minutes could achieve. 

Two Hundred Million Minutes Reading Challenge will 
encourage many more children and young people to read, and 
to read for longer, both at school and at home. 

The competition was launched across the globe on Thursday 
4th March 2021 by Achievement for All. The challenge ran 
from World Book Day (Thursday 4th March 2021), until 
Children’s Book Day (Wednesday 31st March 2021). During 
which time schools, settings, families, libraries, community 
groups, businesses and organisations from across the world to 
came together to help achieve this never-before-reached 
target! 

As always our children worked hard at home to collect as many 
reading minutes as possible. Together we read a whopping 
65,876 minutes! This is equal to 1,098 hours or 46 days!  

A special well done to Miss Wilton’s Class, 
you are the winners of the ‘in school’ 
reading competition and have earned £50 
to spend on books for your classroom!  

Reading Minutes 

League Table 
 

Miss Wilton’s Class  16,020 minutes  
 

Miss Wall’s Class  11,286 minutes 
 

Miss Phillips’ Class 11,081 minutes 
 

Miss Taylor’s Class 9,887 minutes 
 

Mr Evans’ Class 9,575 minutes 
 

Miss Brown’s Class 8,030 minutes 
 

Mrs Dean’s Class 5,968 minutes 
 

Miss Aldred’s Class 5, 278 minutes 
 

Miss James’ Class 3,970 minutes 
 

Miss Bracebridge’s Class 2,570 minutes 
 

Reception 1,588 minutes 
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 This week 

both classes 

took part in an 

in the Year 2 

Athletics 

Competition 

ran by Mr 

Redpath from 

The Hart. To complete in this 

Athletics challenge, the children 

had to 

compete 

against their 

peers in 

seven 

different 

activities, which developed their 

running, jumping and throwing 

skills. Not only did they 

demonstrate their sporting skills, 

but they also showed off their 

ability to work as a team and 

their excellent sportsmanship.   

 

Year 1 has been 

developing their 

locational knowledge in  

Geography this week as we have 

been learning all about the 

United Kingdom! We have used 

our class text, Katie in  

London, to explore our capital 

city as well as learn about the 

other countries and capital cities 

that make up the UK. We  

explored maps of London and 

the characteristics of the city. We 

can’t wait to visit if we ever have 

the chance! 

 

 

This week 

children in Years 

3 and 4 

thoroughly 

enjoyed being 

scientists; they 

each dissected a daffodil to learn 

about the reproductive parts of a 

flowering plant. The children 
were particularly fascinated to 

witness, first hand, the ovules 

in the ovary. 

 
 

 
Reception have 

had a great 

week back to 

school after the 

Easter break. 

We have 

continued to do 

our daily writing challenges. Our 

favourite challenge this week 

was a measuring activity. In pairs, 

children measured each other, 

using the bricks. They counted 

how many bricks tall they were, 

planned their sentence, and 

recorded the sentence in their 

Adventure Books. We have also 

painted self-portraits, like those 

we did at the beginning of the 

year. We used a mirror to look 

closely at 

our 

features, 

thinking 

about the 

colour of 

our hair, 

eyes and face, and then painted. 

We have compared our paintings 

to the ones we did in September 

to see how much we have 

changed and progressed.  

This week, Year 6 

has begun their 

new adventure 

and have travelled the world! 

Children have 

used the 

atlases to 

discover 

countries and cities within North 

and South America, as well as 

using the laptops and tablets to 

transport themselves into Brazil 

and Canada to see what it looks 

like to be there and to find 

human and physical features of 

the lands.  “I have loved using 

Google maps and Google Earth to 

really see 

what is in the 

countries. It 

was like a 

really quick 

holiday without leaving my 

classroom! I have even been 

researching other countries at 

home using it.”  
  

Year 5 have had a very 

enjoyable first week back 

producing information guides to      

Hogwarts 

School of 

Witchcraft 

and 

Wizardry.  

The children 

have written 

a welcome 

speech from 

the headmaster, Albus 

Dumbledore as well as a journey 

through Diagon Alley.  They have 

also begun researching the game 

of Quidditch and will write a set 

of instructions next week to 

include in their fantastic school 

prospectuses.  
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Since their return 

to school, The 

Junior Leadership 

Team has been 

working very hard. JLT's aim is 

to ensure that their peers’ 

voices are heard and voiced. 

After raising money to 

improve our school library and 

the resources in it, JLT were 

designated the task of   

speaking to their classes to 

come up with a new library 

name. There were many 

popular suggestions in both 

KS1 and KS2 classes, therefore 

we decided to join two 

together. We are excited to 

announce that our brand-new, 

woodland themed library is 

now called 'The Enchanted 

Reading Forest'.   
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Our School 

Values: 
 

    Collective 

Responsibility 

“I am always an important 

part of the team.” 

 

Respect: 

 “I am always proud of myself 

and those around me.” 

 

Resilience:  

“I overcome challenges and 

try new things every day.” 

 

Reflection:                                                                         

“Am I the best I 

can be?”          

 

 

 

In Nursery and Tots we have been learning all about transport. We set up a car wash and the children lined up 

to have their vehicles washed. They have loved pretending to dig and build with the diggers in our lovely new 

construction area in the outdoor classroom and have begun to build their own train. We cannot wait to learn about 

all of the different methods of transport! 

Before the Easter break, the children received a message from a new rock star who 

is touring Rugeley.  Roxy TT is going to challenge a class each week to see if they can beat 

her top score! She says she is the fastest times tables rock star in the west so the children 

at JB better watch out. Who will she challenge first? Read ‘The Bamford Beat’ next week to 

find out. 

Our School Vision:  We are preparing our children to live 

fulfilled lives as positive, motivated lifelong learners who adapt, contribute and give their best as 

local, national and global citizens in an ever-changing technological world. 
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Date Event 

 

19th April  Term begins 

3rd May May Day – school closed  

7th May NSPCC Numbers Day – whole school  

20th May School Census Day  

26th May Meeting of the Governing Board at 5.30pm 

28th May  School closes at 3.00pm 

 

31st May-4th June  Half Term – school closed 

 

7th June  Return to School  

16th June Meeting of the Governing Board at 5.30pm 

18th June  School closed for staff development day 

30th June Air Ambulance pod in school all day 

5th July  Annual reports to parents 

14th July  Meeting of the Governing Board at 5.30pm 

21st July  School closes at 2pm  

 

22nd July – 31st August Summer Holidays - school closed  

 

1st September 2021 School closed for staff development day 

2nd September  School opens to children  

 

  

School INSET days for Academic Year 2020_2021: 18th June 2021 

 

 


