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The Bamford Beat… 

At the heart of learning 

  Friday 18th March 2022 

The Reading and Maths Ambassadors had a meeting on Friday 11th March to 

discuss their next steps for their subjects. The children had lots of ideas and events 

they want to organise for the school.  

Reading  

Reading Ambassadors discussed the success of World Book Day, the Luke 

Temple author visit and National Poetry Day: the children worked together to 

organise these events. They are currently putting a pitch together to talk to The PTA about funding 

for another author visit! Some ambassadors have organised a small group to work with EYFS on 

Friday afternoons, they want to read with the younger pupils to ignite their love of reading. We 

also discussed an after school club for the summer term to work on the library.   

Maths 

This year Number Day and The Young Money Challenge have been two events 

the Maths Ambassadors have organised to raise the profile of Maths in our 

school. We talked about their success and thought about other events they 

wanted to organise. In the summer term, the Maths Ambassadors want to plan 

a Times Table Tournament in the hall. They discussed how we could support children struggling 

with their number facts and had an idea about times table coaches in each class, Mrs Dean is 

going to discuss this idea with the staff at The John Bamford Primary School.  

As always they were so full of passion and brilliant ideas for their subjects. Mrs Dean said that it is 

always a pleasure working with the children.  

 

The children at The John Bamford Primary 

School have been sharing a little bit of kindness 

this week. Pupils wrote letters and created 

drawings that displayed words of kindness to 

send to the Ukrainian refugees in Poland. Neve 

and Evie went even further and have been spending their 

evenings putting together craft packs for the children who have had to flee their homes. Keenan 

and Aleena and Year 6 will be getting these packs to Poland on one of their dad’s lorries. There 

will be more about this next week on The Bamford Beat! We are very proud of our pupils for 

showing others such kindness and encouragement in these difficult times. Thank you.   
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Over the past few days, we have been 

coding a sprite to create a game. To begin 

with, we wrote an algorithm to make the 

sprite follow the arrow keys around the 

screen. Building on from this, we then made it glide 

and follow the mouse. We then used ‘if’ and ‘then’ 

statements to control the character and make its 

way through a maze.  

 

 

For Science Week, Reception carried out an 'egg-citing' experiment. The 

Reception team decided to carry out an experiment on an 

egg, to see if it would float or sink... We found out that a 

healthy egg will sink to the bottom of a bowl of water and an 

unhealthy one would float to the top. The adults and children 

discussed the difference between floating and sinking and we 

found that some objects may do the opposite to what we 

thought!  

In separate classes, we gently dropped the egg into cold 

water and ... it sank straight to the bottom! Most of the 

children guessed correctly that it would sink (also meaning it 

was a healthy egg). We also had a cup of salt which we poured into the water and 

we found out that the egg began to float with the more salt we 

poured into the bowl ... but only a little bit! 

Mrs. McRogers and Mr. Punton decided to then bring the classes 

together to see what would happen if we used warm water. We 

explained to the children that the salt will dissolve in the water, so 

that we would not be able to see the salt anymore. The children then 

noticed (after lots of salt was put in!) that the egg lifted off the bottom 

of the box and it was moving around the box by itself. The children 

enjoyed watching would happen and were very 'egg-cited'! 

 

  

In Year 1 and 2, to celebrate Science week, we have been 

investigating how much a plant grows each day! We have also been 

investigating how the conditions of a plant affects its growth. The 

children were monitoring and observing the plants growth each day 

and measuring its height. We had a plant without water, without air, 

without light and finally one in an ideal condition 

with all of these. We predicted that the plant with 

the ideal conditions would grow the tallest whereas 

the ones without would be the shortest! We 

thoroughly enjoyed our investigation and loved 

celebrating the theme of Growth for Science week!  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartkey.com%2Fview%2FiowmxJ_mrs-pill-clipart-freeuse-stock-year-2%2F&psig=AOvVaw0bz-L133JPqGObvoLlKbiw&ust=1615978769467000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNjN0ZbUtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAP
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ysgolhiraddug.org.uk%2Fyear-6%2F&psig=AOvVaw1vphhBXT9ZdvxzvI_6k6uI&ust=1615979092845000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMCN67zVtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcloverhillprimary.org%2Findex.php%2F2020%2F12%2F11%2Freception-class-friday-update-11th-december%2F&psig=AOvVaw1CYa6ODdsXqVRTEDTGlQd2&ust=1615978907154000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMj4s9jUtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAi
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcloverhillprimary.org%2Findex.php%2F2020%2F12%2F11%2Fyear-1-newsletter-for-7th-11th-december%2F&psig=AOvVaw1CYa6ODdsXqVRTEDTGlQd2&ust=1615978907154000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMj4s9jUtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAo
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It has been Stay and Play week for our nursery children and they have enjoyed seeing 

their grown-ups in the setting. It has been a pleasure for the staff to see you all and 

watch you have such a great time with your children. We hope you loved it just as much as we 

did!  

We have continued practising our physical development activities and taking part in whole group 

phonics. We have played Metal Mike, where we move our robot 

arms whilst segmenting and blending words. The children had a 

great time practising this and had lots of fun!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tots have also had the pleasure of welcoming parents into the setting. The 

children loved showing you what they get up to each day 

and what they enjoy playing with. 

We have been looking at the Hungry Caterpillar book and 

incorporating the days of the week into the story. Children 

have built some lovely friendships this week 

and have been great at sharing with each 

other. 

During phonics, we have played a game 

identifying various animal sounds and looking 

at shape monsters! 

 

 

To celebrate British Science Week, Years 3 and 4 have been looking at research that suggests that 

the longer a shark is, the older it is. We decided to test if this applies to the children in our class. For 

our science experiment, the children began by predicting whether height would be a good 

indicator of age. They wrote a method for their fair test and decided which variables they would 

change and which would remain the same. In small groups, the children measured their heights in 

centimetres and calculated their ages in months. The results were then plotted on a graph and 

conclusions were drawn. As a class, we have also looked into the role of a Marine Biologist and 

explored the career path needed to become one. 

  

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fbanksprimary%2Fstatus%2F1252129770906824705&psig=AOvVaw3qfoy87d5LXy6mOtO2Y4PO&ust=1615915945118000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMjYypbqsu8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAO
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fbrakpanherald.co.za%2F144794%2Fselecting-a-preschool-what-you-need-to-know%2F&psig=AOvVaw0_doR9xoFVXrze-i7S_n1r&ust=1615979375296000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJDw28PWtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAo
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Spring Observational Drawing 

 

Observational drawing involves captivating a child’s senses by noticing the details of an 

object and depicting it, starting traditionally with a black fine tip pen (although a pencil is fine) 

and then adding colour. Children can be given a choice of materials to complete their  

drawing - paint, markers, etc. The key is to draw realistically and as true to life as possible, 

which of course takes practice like everything else. When a child is fully absorbed in this artistic 

work, they are fully present and mindful of the object they are zeroed in on.  

 

Consider using these prompts to help children draw what they see. 

 What colours do you notice? Shapes? Patterns? Shadow? 

 Remember to look back and forth between the object and the paper. 

 Try starting with the outline and then draw the inside details. 

 How big will you draw ____? 

 Where do you want to add that to your drawing? 
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Our School 

Values: 
 

    Collective 

Responsibility “I 

am always an 

important part of the team.” 

 

Respect: 

 “I am always proud of myself 

and those around me.” 

 

Resilience:  

“I overcome 

challenges and try 

new things every day.” 

 

Reflection:                                                                         

“Am I the best I 

can be?”

 

 

Our School Vision:  We are preparing our children to live 

fulfilled lives as positive, motivated lifelong learners who adapt, 

contribute and give their best as local, national and global citizens in an 

ever-changing technological world. 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wallacestone.falkirk.sch.uk%2F_images%2F345601_l.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wallacestone.falkirk.sch.uk%2Fschool_%2Fschool_values%2Fschool_values.html&tbnid=EvrJicJ2t2mvbM&vet=10CBcQMyjTAWoXChMI-MiLobzx8gIVAAAAAB0AAAAAEAM..i&docid=NF0OPOPchOJcXM&w=880&h=623&q=values&hl=en-GB&ved=0CBcQMyjTAWoXChMI-MiLobzx8gIVAAAAAB0AAAAAEAM
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.runctonholmewormegay.co.uk%2F_files%2Fimages%2Fclipart%2F2BC510F2F30FE0E846BBDA1BD411A033.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.holycrossfederation.org.uk%2Fpage%2F%3Ftitle%3DOur%2BSchool%2BVision%26pid%3D1193&tbnid=pGzPY177-6HPVM&vet=12ahUKEwiK2rnxu_HyAhUUBRoKHbBYAtkQMyg0egQIARBU..i&docid=YIC235t5Utge_M&w=300&h=248&q=vision&hl=en-GB&ved=2ahUKEwiK2rnxu_HyAhUUBRoKHbBYAtkQMyg0egQIARBU
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNmVxMvI58cCFeIX2wod_cANAQ&url=http://www.gracetabernacle.co.uk/gt-vision.html&psig=AFQjCNEI6R6qi4ld1U9tYGtdafH1H0nWFw&ust=1441806031302905
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Date Event 

 

  

  

28th February  School opens to staff and children  

1st March Y6 parents notified of outcomes of secondary school  

4th March JB World Book Day 

9th March  Governors meeting at 5.30pm 

14th – 18th March Science Week  

14th March  Parents’ Consultation Evening 

16th March  Parents’ Consultation Evening 

18th March  Themed Science Day  

21st March  World Poetry Day  

25th March National Skipping Day  

4th April KS2 Easter Service 

5th April  Reception and KS1 Easter Service 

8th April  School closes at 2.00pm  

11th – 22nd April  School closed for end of term holiday 

25th April  School opens to staff and children  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

School INSET days for Academic Year 2021-2022: 

1st September 2021, 1st November 2021, 17th December 2021, 4th January 2022, 17th June 2022 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


