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The Bamford Beat… 

At the heart of learning 

  Friday 15th October 2021 

 

On Thursday 7thOctober, The John Bamford Primary School celebrated National 

Poetry Day. Reception wrote their own poem that linked to the sounds they had 

been learning in phonics. Years 1 and 2 have been learning about the life and work 

of Michael Rosen and creating some beautiful fact files. Orla and Archer, our 

Reading Ambassadors from Key Stage 1, were very excited to find some of his 

books in our library and have shared them with their classes.  

In Key Stage 2, the children have been busy too! Years 3 and 4 have been introduced to 

poet Mandy Coe and have enjoyed learning about her poems ‘Buttercup’ and ‘If you 

could see laughter’. In Years 5 and 6, the children looked at the work of Dom Conlon. 

Dom Conlon loves to write poems about nature and the children listened to his book 

‘Swim, Shark, Swim!’ We are very lucky to have some wonderful national poets. What a 

great day we all had!  

In addition to this, the Reading Ambassadors launched their poetry competition! 

This was a great opportunity for our aspiring authors to 

showcase their own creative writing. What a treat we have 

had this week in our Reading Ambassadors meeting; reading 

through so many amazing poems submitted by the children at 

our school filled us with joy. The winner will be announced next week!  

Mrs Dean has been overwhelmed by the amount of letters she has received from the children in Key Stage 2 

following her advertisement for Maths Ambassadors. It is lovely to hear how much the children at our school enjoy 

Maths and want to support others development in this subject. It has been a very difficult decision to make. The new 

Maths Ambassadors are as follows:  

Year 5 and 6 

Tom M, Daisy H, Grace R, Hattie C, Olly W, Alfie M 

Year 3 and 4 

Frankie S, Jenson E, Ruby C, Hermione S 

We will be working with some of the Key Stage 1 children too throughout the year; taking on some special 

volunteers to train as the Maths Ambassadors of the future!   
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 In Nursery, to celebrate Black History Month, we have read the story ‘Our 

Skin’ by Jessica Ralli and Megan Maddison. We have looked at our own skin, 

compared it to our friends in the class and talked about why skin may 

be a different colour, introducing the word melanin. The children have 

drawn self-portraits by looking in mirrors and recognising the colours 

we would need to use for our face, eyes and hair. We looked at mixing 

colours to create the correct tones of colour for our skin. In Tots this 

week, we have been making some fabulous leaf men. Thank you to all of the 

parents for bringing in all of the autumnal items.  It has been so lovely to welcome family members into 

our Nursery to play with us and see all of the fun we have! 

 

This week, Year 1 and 2 have visited the local church with donations 

for those in need, as part of the Harvest Festival. The children performed 

songs, ‘The Whole World in his Hands’, ‘Everywhere Around Me’ and ‘Mr 

Scarecrow’. The children were excellently behaved and sang beautifully. They also thoroughly 

enjoyed their autumn walk to the church and back. Well done Year 1 and 2 for making us very proud! 
  

 

Since returning to school in September, the children in years 5 and 6 have been 

having French lessons taught to them by a language specialist. They have learnt a song 

that they practise every week, as well as how to introduce themselves, how to hold a small 

conversation, members of their families and numbers. Not only have they been practising speaking French, they 

have also been writing in it too!  

 

This week in Reception, we have started our new adventure learning about ‘Autumn’. We started 

our week talking about what happens in autumn and linked this to the visit to the 

church to celebrate the Harvest Festival. We were so grown up and sensible walking 

there and back.  

After our church visit, we went on an autumn ‘welly walk’, around school, to look for signs of 

autumn. Children noticed the leaves changing colours and falling off the trees. We 

even saw some leaves falling to the ground when the wind blew. We saw leaves that 

were red, yellow, green, brown and pink. We also noticed that it was colder than it 

had been over the summer and we needed to wear our coats. 

We enjoyed doing some amazing autumn themed art this week, including our lovely 

hedgehog leaf pictures and autumn trees. What a lovely week! 

   

 

This week, Years 3 and 4 have been celebrating Black History Month by learning about John 

Blanke. John Blanke was a black musician from Tudor times. He was a royal trumpeter in the courts of 

King Henry VIII and was paid a wage. He is the only black Tudor for whom there is an identifiable image. 

The children have learnt about his role in the Westminster Tournament and have imagined how he felt 

at the occasion. They have then pretended to be John Blanke and written a letter to a loved one about 

the special day.  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fbanksprimary%2Fstatus%2F1252129770906824705&psig=AOvVaw3qfoy87d5LXy6mOtO2Y4PO&ust=1615915945118000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMjYypbqsu8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAO
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fbrakpanherald.co.za%2F144794%2Fselecting-a-preschool-what-you-need-to-know%2F&psig=AOvVaw0_doR9xoFVXrze-i7S_n1r&ust=1615979375296000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJDw28PWtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAo
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartkey.com%2Fview%2FiowmxJ_mrs-pill-clipart-freeuse-stock-year-2%2F&psig=AOvVaw0bz-L133JPqGObvoLlKbiw&ust=1615978769467000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNjN0ZbUtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAP
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ysgolhiraddug.org.uk%2Fyear-6%2F&psig=AOvVaw1vphhBXT9ZdvxzvI_6k6uI&ust=1615979092845000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMCN67zVtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcloverhillprimary.org%2Findex.php%2F2020%2F12%2F11%2Freception-class-friday-update-11th-december%2F&psig=AOvVaw1CYa6ODdsXqVRTEDTGlQd2&ust=1615978907154000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMj4s9jUtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAi
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcloverhillprimary.org%2Findex.php%2F2020%2F12%2F11%2Fyear-1-newsletter-for-7th-11th-december%2F&psig=AOvVaw1CYa6ODdsXqVRTEDTGlQd2&ust=1615978907154000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMj4s9jUtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAo
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fupload.wikimedia.org%2Fwikipedia%2Fcommons%2Fthumb%2F3%2F3f%2FTudor_Rose.svg%2F1200px-Tudor_Rose.svg.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FHouse_of_Tudor&tbnid=2px28YOsv_2RPM&vet=12ahUKEwjUxqmdwvHyAhUaShoKHTnND5wQMygWegUIARD4AQ..i&docid=1O_bduza1NQ2lM&w=1200&h=1200&q=tudors&hl=en-GB&ved=2ahUKEwjUxqmdwvHyAhUaShoKHTnND5wQMygWegUIARD4AQ
https://www.google.co.uk/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/maple-leaf&ved=2ahUKEwjgrK-X3cnzAhUUEcAKHRpUCt0QqoUBegQIAhAB&usg=AOvVaw26JA09uJs51psUgLclPBSK
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Spooky Halloween Calm Down Jar 

Calm Down jars are a fun and easy mindfulness activity as well as an amazing calm down tool to keep in your calm 

down space. When we get upset, our thoughts get a bit ‘swirly’, just like the glitter in the jar when we shake it. 

However, if we sit quietly and watch the glitter, it will calm down and settle at the bottom. In addition, so will our 

thoughts! 

What you will need: 
 A jar or plastic bottle with a lid 
 Water 
 Glitter 
 Halloween confetti/craft supplies 

What to do: 

Fill your jar about 3/4 way to the top with water. Add a few scoops of glitter or glitter glue in your choice of colour. 

Add your Halloween extras – try Halloween themed confetti, small plastic spiders or googly eyes. Top your jar up 

with water and if you like, hot glue the lid down so it does not spill! 

When your child feels upset, they simply shake the jar and then sit quietly, focusing on the glitter until they feel 

calmer. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FHookedonsunshineZA%2F&psig=AOvVaw3995rPc1iZ5DCEDIKjLlUM&ust=1632406393288000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAYQjRxqFwoTCKC71O7hkvMCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 Learning for Life                                                                                                                                             4 

Harvest Festivals 2021 

 

This week, the children celebrated harvest in one of two services 

at The Church of the Holy Spirit.  

Thank you for supporting our Rugeley Churches in their work for 

Rugeley Food Bank.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our School 

Values: 
 

    Collective 

Responsibility “I 

am always an 

important part of the team.” 

 

Respect: 

 “I am always proud of myself 

and those around me.” 

 

Resilience:  

“I overcome 

challenges and try 

new things every day.” 

 

Reflection:                                                                         

“Am I the best I 

can be?”

 

 

 

 

Our School Vision:  We are preparing our children to live 

fulfilled lives as positive, motivated lifelong learners who adapt, 

contribute and give their best as local, national and global citizens in an 

ever-changing technological world. 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wallacestone.falkirk.sch.uk%2F_images%2F345601_l.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wallacestone.falkirk.sch.uk%2Fschool_%2Fschool_values%2Fschool_values.html&tbnid=EvrJicJ2t2mvbM&vet=10CBcQMyjTAWoXChMI-MiLobzx8gIVAAAAAB0AAAAAEAM..i&docid=NF0OPOPchOJcXM&w=880&h=623&q=values&hl=en-GB&ved=0CBcQMyjTAWoXChMI-MiLobzx8gIVAAAAAB0AAAAAEAM
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.runctonholmewormegay.co.uk%2F_files%2Fimages%2Fclipart%2F2BC510F2F30FE0E846BBDA1BD411A033.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.holycrossfederation.org.uk%2Fpage%2F%3Ftitle%3DOur%2BSchool%2BVision%26pid%3D1193&tbnid=pGzPY177-6HPVM&vet=12ahUKEwiK2rnxu_HyAhUUBRoKHbBYAtkQMyg0egQIARBU..i&docid=YIC235t5Utge_M&w=300&h=248&q=vision&hl=en-GB&ved=2ahUKEwiK2rnxu_HyAhUUBRoKHbBYAtkQMyg0egQIARBU
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fcliparts101.com%2Ffiles%2F302%2F97B0A61582A853ED021F6BAC23385A92%2FHarvest.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fcliparts101.com%2Ffree_clipart%2F52572%2FHarvest&tbnid=mQHJNPwcjsEj6M&vet=10CCsQMyh2ahcKEwiA78vf2IXzAhUAAAAAHQAAAAAQAg..i&docid=VFBKQV-LQVYBzM&w=300&h=300&itg=1&q=harvest&hl=en-GB&ved=0CCsQMyh2ahcKEwiA78vf2IXzAhUAAAAAHQAAAAAQAg
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNmVxMvI58cCFeIX2wod_cANAQ&url=http://www.gracetabernacle.co.uk/gt-vision.html&psig=AFQjCNEI6R6qi4ld1U9tYGtdafH1H0nWFw&ust=1441806031302905
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Date Event 

 

1st September    School closed for staff development day 

2nd September   Term begins 

15th September   Meeting of the Governing Board at 5.30pm 

28th September   PTA Meeting at 2.15pm 

October  Black History Month 

8th October  School photograph day – Individual and Families   

13th October  Meeting of the Governing Board at 5.30pm 

22nd October    School closes at 3.15pm 

25th – 31st October School Holidays – school closed 

1st November  School closed for staff development day 

8th & 9th November   Roman workshop for Years 5 & 6 

15th – 19th November  Inter Faith Week and Anti-bullying Week  

17th November  Reception – Y6 Flu vaccinations  

17th November   Meeting of the Governing Board at 5.30pm 
 

3rd December   Black Country Museum visit – Years 5 & 6 
 

7th December  Christmas Party and Christmas dinner day Years 5 & 6  

8th December  Christmas Party and Christmas dinner day Years 3 & 4 

9th December  Christmas Party and Christmas dinner day Years 1 & 2 

10th December  Christmas Party and Christmas dinner day EYFS  

15th December  Meeting of the Governing Board at 5.30pm 

16th December School closes at 2.00pm 

17th December  School closed for staff development day 
18th Dec’21 – 3rd Jan’22 Christmas Holidays - school closed 

4th January  School closed for staff development day 

5th January   School opens to children  

School INSET days for Academic Year 2021-2022: 

1st September 2021, 1st November 2021, 17th December 2021, 4th January 2022, 17th June 2022 

 

 

 


