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The Bamford Beat… 

At the heart of learning 

  Friday 11th March 2022 

On Friday 5th February, the children and 

staff at The John Bamford Primary School 

celebrated World Book Day. The Reading 

Ambassadors wanted children to have the 

opportunity to relax and read their 

favourite books, so they came up with the 

idea that everyone would come into 

school in whatever they felt comfortable 

in and read for pleasure. The theme this year was ‘Relax and Read’.  

In Nursery, the children read the book ‘The Colour Monster’ by 

Anna Llenas and thought about their emotions. They also talked 

about how to care for books and how to use them correctly. 

This linked beautifully to our value ‘Respect’. Reception made 

books marks, shared stories and talked about their favourite 

characters. In Years 1 and 2, the children read ‘The Lost Happy 

Endings ‘ by Carol Ann Duffy. They then went on to solve 

mathematical problems that linked to their reading and help them 

to find out who had stolen the endings of the stories.  

In Year 3 and 4, the children shared the books they love and recommended them to 

one another. Years 5 and 6 created their own work for their 

book corner displays in their classroom based around the theme 

‘I am a reader.’ They thought about where they like to read, 

what their favourite genres of books were and then spent time 

reading for pleasure. It was a lovely day where all could share 

their enjoyment of books and identify what kind of reader they 

were.  

 

  
 

 

 

 

 
Mrs Dean had a lovely time on Friday 5th March when she was lucky enough 

to sit down and look through the maths books of children across the school. 

It was great to see the children working hard in this subject and accessing a 

range of mathematical fluency, reasoning and problem solving learning 

opportunities.  

She also had a look at maths displays in classrooms and loved looking at the 

‘Maths Work of the Week’ in classrooms and seeing which key vocabulary was on display. Over the next 

few weeks, the ‘Maths Ambassadors’ will be meeting with Mrs Dean to discuss the next steps for this 

amazing subject.  
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To further develop their 

Geography skills, children in Y5/6 carried out fieldwork 

earlier this week. Working together, they formulated a 

question to evidence and then analyse. For example, 

some children wanted to research whether the highly 

populated areas caused a higher level of litter. Children 

carried out their fieldwork in the local area with some 

visiting Etching Hill rock and some walking to Green Lane. 

While on the walk, children took cuttings and produced 

rubbings to add to their journal when they returned to school. Later on in the week, children wrote 

reports to share their findings.  

             

In Years 1 and 2, we have been using our sketching and painting skills in Art 

and Design to create a royal portrait of 

ourselves, as we have been learning about 

Queen Elizabeth II in History. We had a picture 

of ourselves, which helped us when drawing 

the size and colour of our facial features. Then 

we learnt about how to use watercolour 

paints and practised using certain techniques 

in our sketchbooks. Finally, we applied these 

skills by painting our self-portrait and added a 

crown to our masterpieces.  

 

This week in Nursery, we have continued to look at the number 3, the children are 

developing a great understanding of its form and quantity. The children have explored positional 

language and have taken part in fun activities to further their understanding in this.  

The children have loved reading, ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’ and other traditional tales 

which have enriched their understanding of the number 3. 

During PE we have begun practising our throwing and catching skills which the children have 

taken great pleasure in. 

 

In Tots we have been taking part in some very exciting crafts and looking at, ‘The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar’ story. The children have also started to look at identifying and 

drawing their own names. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartkey.com%2Fview%2FiowmxJ_mrs-pill-clipart-freeuse-stock-year-2%2F&psig=AOvVaw0bz-L133JPqGObvoLlKbiw&ust=1615978769467000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNjN0ZbUtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAP
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ysgolhiraddug.org.uk%2Fyear-6%2F&psig=AOvVaw1vphhBXT9ZdvxzvI_6k6uI&ust=1615979092845000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMCN67zVtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcloverhillprimary.org%2Findex.php%2F2020%2F12%2F11%2Fyear-1-newsletter-for-7th-11th-december%2F&psig=AOvVaw1CYa6ODdsXqVRTEDTGlQd2&ust=1615978907154000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMj4s9jUtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAo
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fbrakpanherald.co.za%2F144794%2Fselecting-a-preschool-what-you-need-to-know%2F&psig=AOvVaw0_doR9xoFVXrze-i7S_n1r&ust=1615979375296000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJDw28PWtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAo
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This week in Reception, we have continued our adventure, 

‘Growing up’. We did a writing challenge on Monday 

explaining what we have achieved since starting 

Reception. Children chose to write about lots of different 

things, like getting better at using their sounds, writing 

their name and developing skills in throwing and 

catching.  

We had a great day celebrating World Book Day on 

Friday. We loved the theme ‘Relax and Read’ and we enjoyed coming 

to school wearing our comfortable clothes. We did so 

many exciting activities, including 

making a bookmark and drawing a 

picture of our favourite 

character. We also did lots 

of reading and loved 

hearing the teachers read 

our favourite stories. 

 

 

 

This week, Years 3 and 4 have had great fun learning the names of colours in French. The 

children had to identify the different coloured scarves being 

displayed by Madame Rowsell. In addition 

to this, they have been learning the 

names of body parts through games such 

as head, shoulders, knees and toes. Their 

knowledge has also been tested with a 

French version of Simon says. The children 

have great fun playing these games and they really help with their 

recall of French vocabulary. 

 

This year John Bamford will support Sports Relief by working 

collectively to walk from John O’Groat to Lands’ End! All year 

groups will walk or jog a set distances over the week which when 

combined will cover a huge total of 874 miles which is the 

distances if you were to walk the length of the UK. A 

‘LIVE’ tracker will be posted daily on the school website so you can see the 

progress we are making. 

This event will begin on 14th March and will be completed 

by 17th March. Please give what you can to help raise 

money for this amazing charity.  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fbanksprimary%2Fstatus%2F1252129770906824705&psig=AOvVaw3qfoy87d5LXy6mOtO2Y4PO&ust=1615915945118000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMjYypbqsu8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAO
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcloverhillprimary.org%2Findex.php%2F2020%2F12%2F11%2Freception-class-friday-update-11th-december%2F&psig=AOvVaw1CYa6ODdsXqVRTEDTGlQd2&ust=1615978907154000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMj4s9jUtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAi
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Bubbles of Gratitude - Mindfulness Colouring 

These are bubbles of gratitude! As you colour each bubble, think of something that you are 

grateful for. It could be something big or something very small, something that you experience 

often or something that has just happened once. Thinking of these things helps make us feel calm 

and happy. 
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Our School 

Values: 
 

    Collective 

Responsibility “I 

am always an 

important part of the team.” 

 

Respect: 

 “I am always proud of myself 

and those around me.” 

 

Resilience:  

“I overcome 

challenges and try 

new things every day.” 

 

Reflection:                                                                         

“Am I the best I 

can be?”

 

 

Our School Vision:  We are preparing our children to live 

fulfilled lives as positive, motivated lifelong learners who adapt, 

contribute and give their best as local, national and global citizens in an 

ever-changing technological world. 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wallacestone.falkirk.sch.uk%2F_images%2F345601_l.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wallacestone.falkirk.sch.uk%2Fschool_%2Fschool_values%2Fschool_values.html&tbnid=EvrJicJ2t2mvbM&vet=10CBcQMyjTAWoXChMI-MiLobzx8gIVAAAAAB0AAAAAEAM..i&docid=NF0OPOPchOJcXM&w=880&h=623&q=values&hl=en-GB&ved=0CBcQMyjTAWoXChMI-MiLobzx8gIVAAAAAB0AAAAAEAM
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.runctonholmewormegay.co.uk%2F_files%2Fimages%2Fclipart%2F2BC510F2F30FE0E846BBDA1BD411A033.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.holycrossfederation.org.uk%2Fpage%2F%3Ftitle%3DOur%2BSchool%2BVision%26pid%3D1193&tbnid=pGzPY177-6HPVM&vet=12ahUKEwiK2rnxu_HyAhUUBRoKHbBYAtkQMyg0egQIARBU..i&docid=YIC235t5Utge_M&w=300&h=248&q=vision&hl=en-GB&ved=2ahUKEwiK2rnxu_HyAhUUBRoKHbBYAtkQMyg0egQIARBU
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNmVxMvI58cCFeIX2wod_cANAQ&url=http://www.gracetabernacle.co.uk/gt-vision.html&psig=AFQjCNEI6R6qi4ld1U9tYGtdafH1H0nWFw&ust=1441806031302905
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Date Event 

 

  

  

28th February  School opens to staff and children  

1st March Y6 parents notified of outcomes of secondary school  

4th March JB World Book Day 

9th March  Governors meeting at 5.30pm 

14th – 18th March Science Week  

14th March  Parents’ Consultation Evening 

16th March  Parents’ Consultation Evening 

18th March  Themed Science Day  

21st March  World Poetry Day  

25th March National Skipping Day  

4th April KS2 Easter Service 

5th April  Reception and KS1 Easter Service 

8th April  School closes at 2.00pm  

11th – 22nd April  School closed for end of term holiday 

25th April  School opens to staff and children  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

School INSET days for Academic Year 2021-2022: 

1st September 2021, 1st November 2021, 17th December 2021, 4th January 2022, 17th June 2022 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


