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The Bamford Beat… 

At the heart of learning 

  Friday 8th October 2021 

 

My Favourite Author by Jessica Hodgkinson (Reading Ambassador)  

My favourite author is Jeff Kinney.  He is best known for writing the series, ‘Diary of a Wimpy Kid’. There 

are fifteen books in this series and a sixteenth one is about to be released. Four 

of these books have been made into major motion pictures! 

Jeff Kinney is my favourite author because his books always make me laugh 

aloud and they are enjoyable to read – I cannot put them down! My favourite 

‘Diary of the Wimpy Kid’ book is probably ‘The Getaway’ where the Heffley family’s holiday to 

a tropical island is anything but paradise. I would recommend this book because it is a 

rollercoaster of emotions.  I am hoping there are many Jeff Kinney books in our new school 

library! 

Library Update 

This week the Reading Ambassadors have been busy scanning in books with Mrs Hill 

from the JBPTA. Mrs Hill showed them how to scan in books and order them on our 

shelves. The children had so much fun! Next week the Reading Ambassadors will 

continue their training on how to run the library and prepare 

for the opening. We are aiming to get the library open at the 

start of the next half term.  

The Reading Ambassadors also wanted to say a big ‘Thank you’ to 

Mrs Lovenberry who has donated a huge bag of books to our new 

school library. They enjoyed looking through them and adding them 

to our library collection.  

 

Mrs Dean has been overwhelmed with the amount of applications 

she has received from the children who want to become a Maths Ambassador at The John 

Bamford Primary School. The closing date for applications was Friday 1st October. Following 

this, Mrs Dean will read the applications and select a new team to help her lead Maths. It is 

so lovely to see children so enthusiastic about this subject in our school.  

 

Last week, Year 5 retained their title of ‘Times Table Champions’ and were the 

highest scoring year group in our school. Miss Thomas shared the news with classes 

when she visited children for ‘Star of the Week’ and presented them with the trophy. 

Well done to Ava H. who was our highest scoring pupil at JB! The children also had a 

special video link sent to them by Roxy TT who is back in town.  
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Years 3 and 4 have been developing their times 

table knowledge by spotting patterns. So far, we have 

looked at the four and eight times tables. We have noticed that the products in the four 

times table are double the products in the two times table. Similarly, products in the 

eight times table are double the products in the four times table. We will continue to 

explore these relationships but in the meantime, please support your child with their mental recall of times tables by 

encouraging them to login into ‘TT Rock Stars’ to play games and competitions.  

 

In Reception, we have continued our learning all about our “Achieveosaurs”. This week, we have looked 

at the ‘Explorosaur’, “Chooseatops” and the “Linkodocus”. We explored in 

the outdoor classroom, looking under logs and rocks to see what 

minibeasts we could find. We have been choosing lots throughout the day 

as we make choices to do new things and then making links in our learning 

too. It has been fun learning all about the “Achieveosaurs” and we will 

continue to apply these throughout the school year!  We have also been 

creating some wonderful self-portraits, thinking about how we look using the mirrors and choosing colours to match 

what we see. What a busy week in Reception!  

 

This week in Y5/6, we have been exploring whether or not Claudius should have invaded 

Britain. We have worked together to formulate verbal responses to questions, hot seat 

Claudius himself and to complete a conscience alley drama activity that helped us 

understand his reasons further. 

 

This week, Nursery and Tots have continued to 

read The Adventures of Mr Men stories. We have read about Mr Brave 

who likes to find out and explore, Mr Clever who has his 

own ideas and Mr Busy who likes to join in and 

concentrate.  Linked to looking at the colours and shapes 

of the Mr Men, we have been looking at artwork by Kandinsky and 

using some of his techniques and ideas to make our own pictures. 

Some of the children have enjoyed playing in role as ‘Fashion 

Designers’ and created some fabulous hats! We have been so lucky to have some of the parents 

in this week to see the fun that we have in Nursery.  The children have thoroughly enjoyed this 

and have shown how well they have settled in. We look forward to seeing more parents next 

week! 

  

 

This week, Year 1 and 2 have been learning all about our capital city, London.  We have 

been exploring the different landmarks around London and using our 

previous learning in Geography to determine whether these were human or 

physical features. We then labelled these different landmarks using an aerial 

photograph of London. We had so much fun learning about our capital city!  

   

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fbanksprimary%2Fstatus%2F1252129770906824705&psig=AOvVaw3qfoy87d5LXy6mOtO2Y4PO&ust=1615915945118000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMjYypbqsu8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAO
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fbrakpanherald.co.za%2F144794%2Fselecting-a-preschool-what-you-need-to-know%2F&psig=AOvVaw0_doR9xoFVXrze-i7S_n1r&ust=1615979375296000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJDw28PWtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAo
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartkey.com%2Fview%2FiowmxJ_mrs-pill-clipart-freeuse-stock-year-2%2F&psig=AOvVaw0bz-L133JPqGObvoLlKbiw&ust=1615978769467000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNjN0ZbUtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAP
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ysgolhiraddug.org.uk%2Fyear-6%2F&psig=AOvVaw1vphhBXT9ZdvxzvI_6k6uI&ust=1615979092845000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMCN67zVtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcloverhillprimary.org%2Findex.php%2F2020%2F12%2F11%2Freception-class-friday-update-11th-december%2F&psig=AOvVaw1CYa6ODdsXqVRTEDTGlQd2&ust=1615978907154000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMj4s9jUtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAi
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcloverhillprimary.org%2Findex.php%2F2020%2F12%2F11%2Fyear-1-newsletter-for-7th-11th-december%2F&psig=AOvVaw1CYa6ODdsXqVRTEDTGlQd2&ust=1615978907154000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMj4s9jUtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAo
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In today’s rush, we all think too much—seek too much—want too much—and forget about 
the joy of just being. 

Eckhart Tolle 

The Shark Fin is a fantastic tool that you can use during any quick moment in your day. It will help to calm 
children when their minds and bodies may be fighting against them. 

 Place the side of your hand on your forehead, with your palm facing out to the side. 
 Close your eyes. 
 Slide your hand down your face, in front of your nose. 
 Say “shhh” as you slide your hand down your face 
 If you are sitting down, you do the 5 Ss while you move your hand: Sit up straight, sit still, sit silently, 

soft breathing, shut eyes. 
 If you are standing do the same but you are standing straight, still, silently, using soft breathing and 

shut eyes while you move your hand down your face. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FHookedonsunshineZA%2F&psig=AOvVaw3995rPc1iZ5DCEDIKjLlUM&ust=1632406393288000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAYQjRxqFwoTCKC71O7hkvMCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Harvest Festivals 2021 

Reception and KS1 (Y1/2): Monday 11th October at 10am 

KS2 (Years 3/4/5&6): Monday 11th October at 1.45pm 

Both services will be at The Church of the Holy Spirit and therefore children will walk to 

the church for their harvest festival. Please make sure children are wearing sensible footwear and a 

waterproof coat.  

Unfortunately, due to the space in the church, we are unable to invite parents to the services. 

We would love to support Rugeley Churches in their work for Rugeley Food Bank. Therefore, we ask that 

children donate a non-perishable food item to help celebrate harvest, such as sandwich meats like tinned 

ham or corned beef, jam and marmalade, longlife orange or other fruit juices, bottles of squash, rice 

pudding, tinned potatoes or instant mash. Please send the items into school on the day of the harvest 

festival. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our School 

Values: 
 

    Collective 

Responsibility “I 

am always an 

important part of the team.” 

 

Respect: 

 “I am always proud of myself 

and those around me.” 

 

Resilience:  

“I overcome 

challenges and try 

new things every day.” 

 

Reflection:                                                                         

“Am I the best I 

can be?”

 

Our School Vision:  We are preparing our children to live 

fulfilled lives as positive, motivated lifelong learners who adapt, 

contribute and give their best as local, national and global citizens in an 

ever-changing technological world. 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wallacestone.falkirk.sch.uk%2F_images%2F345601_l.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wallacestone.falkirk.sch.uk%2Fschool_%2Fschool_values%2Fschool_values.html&tbnid=EvrJicJ2t2mvbM&vet=10CBcQMyjTAWoXChMI-MiLobzx8gIVAAAAAB0AAAAAEAM..i&docid=NF0OPOPchOJcXM&w=880&h=623&q=values&hl=en-GB&ved=0CBcQMyjTAWoXChMI-MiLobzx8gIVAAAAAB0AAAAAEAM
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.runctonholmewormegay.co.uk%2F_files%2Fimages%2Fclipart%2F2BC510F2F30FE0E846BBDA1BD411A033.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.holycrossfederation.org.uk%2Fpage%2F%3Ftitle%3DOur%2BSchool%2BVision%26pid%3D1193&tbnid=pGzPY177-6HPVM&vet=12ahUKEwiK2rnxu_HyAhUUBRoKHbBYAtkQMyg0egQIARBU..i&docid=YIC235t5Utge_M&w=300&h=248&q=vision&hl=en-GB&ved=2ahUKEwiK2rnxu_HyAhUUBRoKHbBYAtkQMyg0egQIARBU
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fcliparts101.com%2Ffiles%2F302%2F97B0A61582A853ED021F6BAC23385A92%2FHarvest.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fcliparts101.com%2Ffree_clipart%2F52572%2FHarvest&tbnid=mQHJNPwcjsEj6M&vet=10CCsQMyh2ahcKEwiA78vf2IXzAhUAAAAAHQAAAAAQAg..i&docid=VFBKQV-LQVYBzM&w=300&h=300&itg=1&q=harvest&hl=en-GB&ved=0CCsQMyh2ahcKEwiA78vf2IXzAhUAAAAAHQAAAAAQAg
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNmVxMvI58cCFeIX2wod_cANAQ&url=http://www.gracetabernacle.co.uk/gt-vision.html&psig=AFQjCNEI6R6qi4ld1U9tYGtdafH1H0nWFw&ust=1441806031302905
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Date Event 

 

1st September    School closed for staff development day 

2nd September   Term begins 

15th September   Meeting of the Governing Board at 5.30pm 

28th September   PTA Meeting at 2.15pm 

October  Black History Month 

8th October  School photograph day – Individual and Families   

13th October  Meeting of the Governing Board at 5.30pm 

22nd October    School closes at 3.00pm 

25th – 31st October School Holidays – school closed 

1st November  School closed for staff development day 

8th & 9th November   Roman workshop for Years 5 & 6 

15th – 19th November  Inter Faith Week and Anti-bullying Week  

17th November  Reception – Y6 Flu vaccinations  

17th November   Meeting of the Governing Board at 5.30pm 
 

3rd December   Black Country Museum visit – Years 5 & 6 
 

7th December  Christmas Party and Christmas dinner day Years 5 & 6  

8th December  Christmas Party and Christmas dinner day Years 3 & 4 

9th December  Christmas Party and Christmas dinner day Years 1 & 2 

10th December  Christmas Party and Christmas dinner day EYFS  

15th December  Meeting of the Governing Board at 5.30pm 

16th December School closes at 2pm 

17th December  School closed for staff development day 
18th Dec’21 – 3rd Jan’22 Christmas Holidays - school closed 

4th January  School closed for staff development day 

5th January   School opens to children  

School INSET days for Academic Year 2021-2022: 

1st September 2021, 1st November 2021, 17th December 2021, 4th January 2022, 17th June 2022 

 

 

 


