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The Bamford Beat… 

At the heart of learning 

  Friday 19th March 2021 
 

This year was slightly 

different, but it did not 

stop the children, parents 

and staff at The John 

Bamford Primary School 

celebrating World Book 

Day and our love of reading. 

Teacher’s set a day of bespoke reading 

activities to develop the children’s love of reading 

in each year group.  

Children spent the day reading their favourite books, writing book reviews, completing book themed 

scavenger hunts and some even got crafty and made their own theatre in a box. The staff and children in 

key worker groups went out of their way to dress up too! One bubble had a Harry Potter 

themed day to celebrate their book focus this term.   

Each class started the day with an assembly with Mrs Dean and 

took part in a tricky ‘Mystery Reader’ challenge. The children 

had to listen to the favourite quotes from books selected by 

staff at The John Bamford Primary School. It was a 

challenging task but some pupils were able to identify the 

‘Mystery Readers’ behind the quote. Children in Reception 

listened to stories being read to them and had to guess which ‘masked’ teacher was telling the 

story! 

This year was an extra special World Book Day because some of us got to spend it with our families at 

home. This year we enjoyed ‘Reading Together’ and sharing the stories we love. It really was a fantastic 

day enjoyed by staff, pupils, parents and carers.  

 

We will be continuing to read for pleasure and are 

taking part in the ‘200 Million Minute Reading 

Challenge’ organised by Achievement for All. This is part 

of a global effort to improve our literacy skills and those 

of disadvantaged children across the world! 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.etsy.com%2Fuk%2Flisting%2F720080541%2Fi-love-reading-caterpillar-digital&psig=AOvVaw0qrk5vNMjWRfgGT_cN0Ojh&ust=1615563755910000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOjfiZjKqO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Olivia was so 

inspired by our 

Science 

investigation: 

‘Which biscuit is the 

best to dunk?’, that she created 

her own 

investigation at 

home – well done 

Olivia! 

 

 

During British 

Science Week, 

Year 6 

investigated 

whether the 

amount of sugar 

in a biscuit 

affects its 

‘dunkability’. 

There were lots of fascinating 

conversations about children’s 

previous 

knowledge 

and what 

they 

thought 

would happen. The children then 

carried out their investigation 

and applied their maths learning 

of finding the mean to find the 

average number of dunks per 

biscuit. We had some surprising 

results and an anomaly or two! 

The children thoroughly enjoyed 

their learning.  

 

Year 1 has 

been exploring the germination  

process this week in Science - 

they have planted runner beans 

using tissue instead of soil! They 

planted them in plastic bags and 

hung them on windows so they 

can observe the germination 

process as it happens.  

We can’t 

wait to see 

your beans 

grow and 

grow!  

  

 

This week, Year 5 have ventured 

into the magical, mysterious 

world of Harry Potter for their 

next adventure. The children 

entered the Great Hall where 

they delved into a fantastic feast 

which included slowly slurping 

the Butter Beer. They then 

settled down and relaxed with 

their blankets and pillows, gazing 

at a warm, toasty fire whilst 

listening to the first two chapters 

of Harry Potter and the 

Philosopher's Stone. We were 

introduced to many characters, 

Harry Potter and Hagrid being 

two of the children’s favourites. 

We were not so keen on the 

disrespectful Dursleys. We can’t 

wait discover more! 

  

 

Year 2 has 

been taking part in a writing 

master class from the author 

Luke Temple. His 

book and videos 

have inspired their 

writing and art this 

week. The children 

have been working 

to develop their 

sketching skills to 

design a monster 

and their home.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tots and 

Nursery 

have been having a great time 

exploring the outdoors. We are 

currently learning about Spring 

and New life so we have been 

planting some Sunflowers, Green 

Beans and Cress Seeds The 

children have loved making the 

most of the opportunities to go 

outside and play with soil and 

other different materials. As well 

as down to our outdoor 

classroom where they 

have absolutely loved 

practising their skills on 

our new rope swing!  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.istockphoto.com%2Fvector%2Ffall-of-the-custard-cream-gm96420025-8533874&psig=AOvVaw2G_SfcD9olnJ6PnXfmFFRa&ust=1615908058899000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMCvs-rMsu8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fbanksprimary%2Fstatus%2F1252129770906824705&psig=AOvVaw3qfoy87d5LXy6mOtO2Y4PO&ust=1615915945118000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMjYypbqsu8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAO
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcloverhillprimary.org%2Findex.php%2F2020%2F12%2F11%2Fyear-1-newsletter-for-7th-11th-december%2F&psig=AOvVaw1CYa6ODdsXqVRTEDTGlQd2&ust=1615978907154000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMj4s9jUtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAo
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ysgolhiraddug.org.uk%2Fyear-6%2F&psig=AOvVaw1vphhBXT9ZdvxzvI_6k6uI&ust=1615979092845000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMCN67zVtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fbrakpanherald.co.za%2F144794%2Fselecting-a-preschool-what-you-need-to-know%2F&psig=AOvVaw0_doR9xoFVXrze-i7S_n1r&ust=1615979375296000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJDw28PWtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAo
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartkey.com%2Fview%2FiowmxJ_mrs-pill-clipart-freeuse-stock-year-2%2F&psig=AOvVaw0bz-L133JPqGObvoLlKbiw&ust=1615978769467000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNjN0ZbUtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAP
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Since returning to school, we 

have been learning about 

planting and growing. Children 

really enjoyed planting their 

seeds last week for Mother's Day 

and talking about plants and how 

they grow.  

Last week we also started an 

experiment. We planted four 

beans to see what conditions 

help it grow the best. We planted 

one bean with sunlight and 

water, one with sunlight and no 

water and we stuck these on the 

window. We then planted one 

with water and no sunlight and 

one with no water and no 

sunlight. We put these in a 

drawer. This week children have 

been observing the beans to see 

how they are changing and 

discussing their observations. We 

did some amazing writing as part 

of our challenge today! 

 

Our School 

Values: 

 

    

Collective 

Responsibility 

“I am always an 

important part of 

the team.” 

 

Respect: 

 “I am 

always proud of 

myself and those 

around me.” 

 

Resilience:  

“I 

overcome 

challenges and try 

new things every 

day.” 

  

                                                                      Reflection: 

                                                                        “Am I the best I can be?”          

 

 

As it stands, the leading class is Miss Phillips' Class with 4410 minutes in 

the first week! Mr Evans' Class are closing in with 3022 minutes! It could 

all change this week though!! Who will get the £50 prize?  

Two weeks are left so keep on reading!  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcloverhillprimary.org%2Findex.php%2F2020%2F12%2F11%2Freception-class-friday-update-11th-december%2F&psig=AOvVaw1CYa6ODdsXqVRTEDTGlQd2&ust=1615978907154000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMj4s9jUtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAi
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stmp.camden.sch.uk%2Fnews%2F200-million-minutes-reading-challenge%2F&psig=AOvVaw1wMEQp1JSGVfAlpY8Ros1F&ust=1616087902128000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJim4Obqt-8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAU
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.etsy.com%2Fuk%2Flisting%2F720080541%2Fi-love-reading-caterpillar-digital&psig=AOvVaw0qrk5vNMjWRfgGT_cN0Ojh&ust=1615563755910000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOjfiZjKqO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Our School Vision:  We are preparing our children to live fulfilled lives as 

positive, motivated lifelong learners who adapt, contribute and give their best as local, 

national and global citizens in an ever-changing technological world. 

 

 

 

Date Event 

 

8th March  School opens to all pupils  

8th – 12th March  Science Week – whole school  

8th – 23rd March  Luke Temple digital masterclass Y1 and Y2 

10th March  Meeting of the Governing Board 

10th March  Ellyn Cruxton teaching RE in Y2  

19th March  Red Nose Day – whole school  

29th – 30th March  Young Money Challenge – whole school  

1st April  School closes at 2pm 

 

2nd – 16th April  Easter Holidays  

 

19th April  Term begins 

3rd May May Day – school closed  

7th May NSPCC Numbers Day – whole school  

26th May Meeting of the Governing Board  

 

31st May-4th June  Half Term  

 

7th June  Return to School  

School INSET days for Academic Year 2020_2021: 18th June 2021 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNmVxMvI58cCFeIX2wod_cANAQ&url=http://www.gracetabernacle.co.uk/gt-vision.html&psig=AFQjCNEI6R6qi4ld1U9tYGtdafH1H0nWFw&ust=1441806031302905

