
 
Early Years Home Learning 
 
Since January, Reception has been closed to most children. Nursery and Tots has remained 
open and the majority of parents have chosen to send their children in.  
 
The Nursery class teacher posts information and photographs via Class Dojo of activities that 
children are completing in the classroom as well as the outdoor nursery.  This allows 
continued access to their education for those children whose parents have chosen to keep 
them at home. Parents who have also chosen to keep their child at home have 
communication and personalised learning sent from the Nursery teacher via Class Dojo. 
 
The staff in Reception have created home learning timetables sent via Class Dojo each 
Friday for the following week’s learning (example of a week’s learning below). In addition to 
this staff post a pre-recorded video on Class Dojo each morning, reading a story or giving 
children an input and a challenge for the day ahead. 
 
We encourage all parents to send photographs of their children’s home learning via the 
messenger facility on Class Dojo. This is an easy and instant way of communicating with 
class teachers.  
 
There are a small number of children who have remained in school whose parents are 
critical key workers with no available support for childcare. These Reception children are in 
a bubble together with familiar staff and resources to access the timetable sent for home 
learning. 
 
Here is an example of a week’s planning. We ensure that all activities are accessible to 
parents, giving them warning on a Friday of any resources they may need to find. We have 
created a flexible timetable to ensure parents can work at their own pace within their own 
schedules. We have continued expectations; phonics, letter formation which is recorded 
and added to Class Dojo and writing and maths activities with a focus for the week. Children 
have their own log in to access Bug Club where they have banded books available to access.  
 
We continue to follow the long term plan and focus that we would be teaching if children 
were to be in school. 
  



 Example lesson plans  
Please continue to:  
• Access the daily video and challenge. 
• Practise forming letters correctly. Previously taught letters and new – the new letter this week 

is ‘s’. Please see the video on Dojo to support the letter formation.  
• Practise reading and writing tricky words. Look at the parts of the words which make them 

tricky. Watch the tricky words song https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TvMyssfAUx0  
Can you look at the word, cover it up, write it and then check it? 

(Children can choose any resources to do these activities to make them fun and engaging. For 
example, flour, sand, foam or gel in a tray, chalks on the floor outside, glitter pens, crayons, paint 
brushes with paint or water or using an iPad paint programme. 
• Access phonics packs and activities sent out before Christmas. 
• Practise Jolly Phonics songs https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_s-1sxzjPX8 
• Story Scribing – can you think of a story? Adult can write children’s ideas as they say them, 

modelling writing skills. 
• Share and talk about stories. Look at and talk about the features of the book – front/back 

cover, story title, pictures, author and illustrator names, page numbers. 
• Continue to access Bug Club for reading books. 
• Cbeebies bedtime stories. Choose a story to enjoy 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b00jdlm2/cbeebies-bedtime-stories  
• Sing songs together. Can you learn any new songs or rhymes? 
Writing – Choose an activity  
• Can you write your name?  
• Draw a picture of what you did at the 

weekend and label it. 
• Write words, using your sounds, to 

describe how you feel. For example, 
‘happy’ 
 

• Can you write you first and last name? 
• Write a sentence to describe what you did over the 

weekend. Did you go out? What did you do?  
• Write a sentence, using your sounds, to describe how 

you are feeling. For example, ‘I feel happy’ 

Phonics  
Using the phonics pack sent home, use 
the phonics mats to see which sounds 
they are familiar with (phase 2 – orange 
frame). With unfamiliar sounds focus on a 
sound per day/a few days and watch the 
Jolly Phonics sound, practise the correct 
letter formation (using what is in the 
pack) and continue to form words using 
the sound of the day. 
 

Please remember to be patient when your child is 
writing. You child will learn to write by firstly being 
able to hear the sounds in a word (initial sound, final 
sound and then medial sounds). Once they can do 
this they will then learn to recognise the sounds. 
Once they can hear and recognise the sounds they 
will then be able to apply them in writing. Encourage 
and praise your child to write what they hear, 
please don’t write it for them and ask them to copy 
as this takes away their independence and 
confidence at this important developmental stage.  



 

  
 

Maths:  
• Watch Numberblocks 
• Practise counting forwards and backwards. 
• This week we are learning about making pairs. 
• Discuss – what is a pair? How many are there in a pair? Why is it a pair?  
• Vocabulary to encourage – pair, matching, the same, two, pattern, stripes, odd, mirror. 

Ø Simon Sock by Sue Hendra SIMON SOCK | Story Train read aloud for kids | With Sound 
Effects - YouTube 

Ø Noah’s Ark story Noah's Ark - YouTube 
• Draw a simple picture, for example. a cat. Can you draw another to make a pair? 
• If you can, play snap. Take it in turns to put down cards. When you find a pair, be the first to 

say, “snap!” 
• Using a few pairs of socks. Mix them up and spread them out. Choose one sock. Can you find the 

matching sock to make a pair? Explain to an adult why you think you have found a pair? What 
makes it a pair?  

• Go on a pair hunt. Find an object, can you find another to match it and make a pair? Did you have 
any odd objects? Why were they odd? 

• Stand facing another person. Can you mirror their movements? Take it in turns to mirror each 
other. 

• Make pairs of numbers. Write numbers on individual pieces of paper. Make two sets using 
numbers 0-10. Spread the numbers out and find pairs of numbers. 

• Draw Noah’s Ark. Draw a boat and choose your favourite animals to go on the ark. Can you draw 
them in pairs? 

 
Other: 
• Draw your face. Use a mirror and look carefully at your features. You could colour it or use 

craft materials to make the features of your face. When it is finished talk to an adult about 
how you are feeling. 

• Inventor scavenger hunt – Can you find: 
Ø Something that turns. 
Ø Something that is bumpy. 
Ø Something that is metal. 
Ø 3 things that are round. 
Ø Something shiny. 

• Cosmic Kids Yoga Disco - Washing Machine Song and Dance Cosmic Kids Yoga Disco | Washing 
Machine Song! - YouTube 

• Using junk modelling materials, can you make a musical instrument? For example, beads in a 
bottle or tube to make a shaker or rainstick, a box and sticks to make a drum, elastic bands 
around a box to make a guitar. Can you create your own music? Can you play it along with music 
or when singing a song? 

• Play the hot/cold game. One player hides something in a room, for example a teddy or toy. The 
other player must look for the object. The hider can help them find it by saying, “you’re getting 
hot” if they are close to the object or, “you’re getting cold” if they are not close. 

Ø Something you can roll. 
Ø A tube. 
Ø 3 things that are squishy. 
Ø Something clear. 
Ø Something that can bounce. 

 


