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Remote Learning Policy 
    Introduction 

DFE Guidance for Full Opening 
 

Where a class, group or small number of pupils need to self-isolate, or there is a local lockdown 
requiring pupils to remain at home, we expect schools to have the capacity to offer immediate 
remote education. 

Schools are expected to consider how to continue to improve the quality of their existing offer 
and have a strong contingency plan in place for remote education provision by the end of 
September.  This plan will be particularly important to support a scenario in which the logistical 
challenges of remote provision are greatest, for example where large numbers of pupils are 
required to remain at home. 

 

In developing these contingency plans, we expect schools to: 

• Use a curriculum sequence that allows access to high-quality online and offline resources and 
teaching videos that is linked to the school’s curriculum expectations. 

• Give access to high quality remote education resources 
• Select online tools that will be consistently used across the school in order to allow interaction, 

assessment and feedback and make sure staff are trained in their use 
• Provide printed resources, for pupils who do not have suitable online access 
• Recognise that younger pupils and some pupils with SEND may not be able to access remote 

education without adult support and so schools should work with families to deliver a broad and 
ambitious curriculum 

 
When teaching pupils remotely, we expect schools to: 

• Set assignments so that pupils have meaningful and ambitious work each day in a number of different 
subjects 

• Teach a planned and well-sequenced curriculum so that knowledge and skills are built incrementally, 
with a good level of clarity about what is intended to be taught and practiced in each subject 

• Provide frequent, clear explanations of new content, delivered by a teacher in the school or 
through high- quality curriculum resources or videos 

• Gauge how well pupils are progressing through the curriculum, using questions and other suitable 
tasks and set a clear expectation on how regularly teachers will check work 

 

 

We expect schools to consider these expectations in relation to the pupils’ age, stage of development  
or special educational needs, for example where this would place significant demands on parents’ help 
or support. We expect schools to avoid an over-reliance on long-term projects or internet research 
activities.
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Remote Education Provision 

Intent 

At John Bamford Primary School, we understand the need to consistently provide high quality education, 
including during periods of remote working. 

In September 2020, all classes returned to full-time education following the Covid 19 closure in March. 
Although we hope that the majority of our children will now have an uninterrupted experience, this policy 
details the procedures in the event that an individual child, class bubble or the whole school need to self-
isolate for a period of time. We have therefore put in place a plan for remote learning so that all children 
can continue with their education. 

This meets the expectations set out in the DfE guidance ‘Remote Education Support’ 

 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/remote-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19 

 
Aims 
The remote learning policy aims to: 

• Ensure consistency in the approach to remote learning for pupils who are not in school 
• Minimise disruption to pupils’ learning and the delivery of the curriculum 
• Establish a safe environment where children can access materials to support their learning 
• Provide appropriate guidelines for data protection 
• Ensure robust safeguarding measures continue to be in effect during the period of remote learning 
• Ensure all pupils have the provision they need during periods of remote learning 
• Support effective communication methods between school and our families 

 

Remote Education 
 
DFE Guidelines 
The remote education expectations set out in guidance state that schools are now expected to provide 
remote education that includes either recorded or live direct teaching, alongside time for pupils to work 
independently to complete assignments that have been set. It is for schools to determine the exact 
delivery method which will best allow them to meet the needs of their pupils. Therefore, there is no 
expectation for schools to record live lessons they might provide. 
 

Remote Education Provision: information for parents 
This information is intended to provide clarity and transparency to pupils and parents or carers about what 
to expect from remote education where national or local restrictions require entire cohorts (or bubbles) to 
remain at home. 
 
Remote Teaching 
A pupil’s first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our standard approach, 
while we take all the necessary actions to prepare for a longer period of remote teaching.  Work will be set 
for children using Seesaw for Year 1-Year 6 https://web.seesaw.me 
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All children have a login for Seesaw to access their learning.  Reception will communicate activities and 
share learning via Class Dojo, which gives children and parents the opportunity to communicate with staff, 
access home learning and receive feedback directly from their class teacher.  Class Dojo will continue to be 
used across the school as a communication tool. 
 
Daily Learning 
The government guidelines state that children in Key Stage 1 should be offered an average of x3 hours of 
remote learning each day and in Key Stage 2 an average of x4 hours of remote learning each day.  
 
Accessing Remote Education 
We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home.  We take the following 
approaches to support those pupils to access remote education: 
If a child does not have access to a device with ability to access remote learning or cannot access the 
internet, the school will do all it can to support children and will provide paper packs of learning. Where 
funding has been accessed, remote devices and/or 4G connections have been sought, particularly for 
disadvantaged children. Parents will be reminded to make the school aware of any barriers to accessing 
remote learning.  
 
Approaches to Teaching 
Teachers will provide a weekly timetable containing daily maths, reading, writing grammar and 
phonics/spelling activities dependent on the pupils’ age and ability.  These lessons will be carefully planned 
and structured so that children are covering the same objectives as they would if there was not a 
lockdown.  Daily phonics sessions will take place for those children in Early Years and Key Stage 1.  Across 
the key stages, Reading will be actively encouraged and resources to support this aspect will be shared 
online.  

Foundation subjects will be shared on the timetable and families can choose when throughout the week to 
complete these.  Teachers will mark and feedback daily all work submitted by 2pm.   

 
Providing Feedback  
Pupils will have their work marked and commented upon either verbally through voice recordings or in 
writing.  Teachers will give individual pupil’s feedback via Seesaw.  Work that children complete on paper 
should be kept safe and returned to school when safe to do so.  Children also have the option of sending 
photographic evidence of their learning to their teacher via Class Dojo.  The school expects pupils and staff 
to maintain a good work ethic during the period of remote learning. Pupils are accountable for the 
completion of their own schoolwork – teaching staff will contact parents via Class Dojo or telephone call if 
their child is not completing their schoolwork or their standard of work has noticeably decreased.  
Concerns will be recorded using the normal procedures for children who fail to complete work.  Teaching 
staff will monitor the progress of pupils with SEND and discuss additional support or provision with the 
SENCo. 
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Safeguarding 
Please refer to the Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy on our website.  Pupils working at home and 
identified as vulnerable will be regularly contacted (at least weekly) by the Designated Safeguarding Lead 
and support offered as necessary.  Records of all contact are kept and concerns are actioned within 
CPOMS, our Child Protection online monitoring system.  Contact and liaison with relevant professionals 
involved in Child Protection will be enforced and meetings attended / arranged where necessary during the 
remote learning period. 
 
Data Protection 
When accessing personal data, all staff members will:  

• Only use their official school email account and connect to the school network. 
• Not record live lessons (as our Privacy Notice does not allow this).   

o Consent has strict requirements in UK General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR). This is 
due to the fact that consent has to be given by all parties included in a live lesson and those 
who do not consent to be captured within a recording will miss out on the learning.  The 
DFE state, ‘If a recording is not necessary, appropriate and proportionate, it could be 
deemed excessive under data protection legislation.’  

 
John Bamford is a fully inclusive school and we consider the learning of all pupils.   
 
Sharing Personal data 
All data collection will be compliant with GDPR guidelines. 
 
Keeping Devices Secure 
All staff will take appropriate steps to ensure their devices remain secure. Computers will be locked if left 
inactive for a period of time. Operating systems must be up to date – with the latest updates installed. 
 
Monitoring Arrangements 
This policy will be reviewed by SLT as and when updates to home learning are provided by the government. 
 
 
Links with other policies 
This policy is linked to our: 
 

• Behaviour for Learning policy 
• Safeguarding and Child Protection policy 
• Data Protection policy and Privacy Notices 
• ICT and Internet Acceptable Use policy 
• Online Safety policy 
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