
The Battles Of Britain 
WW1 and WW2 

Personal Development and  
Enrichment 

 
The children will experience what life was 

like during WW2 from a secondary  
 historical source. A trip to Cannock Chase 
will provide the children the opportunity to 
explore how the area was used and to visit 
the Anzac Puppy’s memorial. A trip to RAF 
Cosford will deepen their understanding of 

the Battles of Britain. At the end of our 
Autumn Adventure, parents will be invited 
in for an afternoon of wartime activities. 

Knowledge and Understand-
ing of the World 

 
The children will gain                 

understanding of the impact of 
war upon Britain. The children 

will explore different career              
opportunities which will broaden 
their knowledge of how different 

people contribute to society.  

Links to our vision 
 

The children will be  
looking at the way in 
which their local area 

was used during the war 
as well as the impact the 

war had upon national 
and global citizens.  

Curriculum Intent 
Learning for Life 

English 
Reading 
Our adventure will begin with the story ‘Armistice 
Runner’ by Tom Palmer, which will transport the 
children back in time to WW1 where they will learn 
about life during the war and the impact of this not 
only on the soldiers but their family too. 
 
Writing 
As writers, we will be placing ourselves within the 
shoes of soldiers and children during WW1. After 
learning about the Blitz during WW2, the children 
will be producing newspaper articles and writing 
letters home, imagining they are soldiers or  
refugees. We will also be writing a biography on 
Winston Churchill. 
 
Grammar 
The children will revise parenthesis, commas to 
clarify meaning and avoid ambiguity, semi-colons, 
colons and dashes, relative clauses and devices to 
build cohesion. 

Year Group: Year 5 Date: Autumn 1 & 2 Time Allocation: 14 weeks 

Maths 
As mathematicians, children will be code breaking 
using different mathematical concepts. During our 
local adventure, children will measure the  
perimeter and area of camps on Cannock Chase. 
We will then use our understanding of measure to 
create our own decoration using area and  
perimeter as a guide. 

History  
The children will begin to understand the causes of both world wars and the impact 
upon people of Britain.  They will answer historical questions using a range of primary 
and secondary resources.  
Geography  
Through learning how to use 4 and 6 grid references, the children will navigate their 
way across Cannock Chase. They will compare the human and physical geography of 
two countries involved in the wars. 
Art  & Design 
We will study the Battle of Britain by Paul Nash and recreate scenes from WW2 using 
watercolours. 
Science 
Through the study of forces, the children will learn how submarines were used during 
WW2. As scientists, the children will investigate the properties of materials, as well as 
the processes of dissolving and recovering substances from solutions and separating 
mixtures.  
Design & Technology 
The children will learn how advances in technology helped the war effort and use this 
research to design and make a model aeroplane with a moving propeller. 
R.E 
The children will be answering the following key questions: ‘What is the best way for a 
Hindu to show commitment to God?’ and ‘Is the Christmas story true?’ 
Music 
Children  will have the opportunity to learn how to play the guitar with Mrs Humphreys. 
In addition to this, they will learn and perform pieces of wartime music. 
Computing 
Initially, the children will learn how to solve problems using spreadsheets before  
progressing on to using algorithms to code. 
Online safety 
In an ever changing world, the children will be taught how to secure their online  
presence through password security and  manage their own digital footprint. 
MFL 
Through a combination of speaking, listening, reading and writing, children will learn  
vocabulary and sentences themed around greetings and festivals. 
PE 
On a Thursday morning, children will improve their fitness through a series of  
exercises. In addition to this, the children will learn gymnastics and yoga. 
RSE 
Our RSE focus will initially focus on friendships and the trust that goes along with  
being a good friend. This will lead us onto the aspect of bullying and its impact. 

We are preparing our children to live fulfilled lives as positive, motivated lifelong learners who adapt, contribute 
and give their best as local, national and global citizens in an ever changing technological world. 

Local Adventure  
Through reading ‘The Anzac Puppy’, the children will discover the 
fascinating story of Freda the Harlequin Dane, who became a mascot 
for soldiers training on Cannock Chase during WW1.  The children will 
discover the little-known fact that J. R. R Tolkien, the world-famous 
author of ‘The Hobbit’ and ‘The Lord of the Rings’, spent an  
important period of his early life in Staffordshire when he was posted to 
the Army training camps on Cannock Chase during the Great War.  


