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Learning for Life 

  Years 5 and 6 
(Cycle 2) 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Battles of Britain  The use of Cannock 
Chase during 
WW1(Local 
adventure) 

The Ancient Greeks Shakespeare Week  
 (National adventure) 

Forces of Nature  Sustainability and 
Recycling (Global 

adventure) 

Main Text  

 
Letter from the 

Lighthouse by Emma 
Carroll or Friend or 

Foe by Michael 
Morpurgo 

 

 

 
War Horse or 
Archie’s War by 
Marcia Williams 
 

 

 
 

Athens - THE 
LITERACY SHED 

 

 
 
Macbeth by William 
Shakespeare and Jon 
Haward or The 
Tempest 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Floodland by 
Marcus Sedgwick 

 

 
 
Guardians of the 
Planet by Clive Gifford 

https://www.literacyshed.com/athens.html
https://www.literacyshed.com/athens.html
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Cannock Chase 
District Council 
Website WW1  

English Writing 
pieces 

Narrative - letter 
home from soldier or 
refugee (Autumn 1)  
 
Non-narrative -  
Instructions/Explanati
on text on plane with 
moving propeller 
(Autumn 1)  
 
Non-narrative – 
Science investigation 
based on forces 
(Autumn 2)  
 
 
Non-narrative – 
Biography on Winston 
Churchill or other war 
heroes (Autumn 1)  
 

Non-Narrative – 
recount of visit 
(Autumn 2)  
 
Narrative- Write the 
next chapter of the 
book (Autumn 2)  
 

Narrative – Retell of a 
myth (Spring 1)  
 
Non- Narrative -  Non-
chronological report – 
chosen aspect of 
Ancient Greek life 
(Spring 1) 
 
Non-narrative- 
Newspaper article 
Olympics report on the 
events of a day like a 
sports journalist 
(Spring 1) 
 
Non- narrative -
Persuasive text about 
visiting Greece (Spring 
2) 
 
Non-narrative – Trojan 
horse newspaper 
report (Spring 2) 

Narrative - play script 
(Spring 2) 
 
 

Non-narrative – 
Explanation text 
about volcano/ 
earthquake 
(Summer 1) 
 
Narrative – write 
the next chapter 
of the book or 
Zoe’s escape from 
Eel’s Island 
(Summer 1) 
 
Narrative – write a 
flashback of Zoe’s 
(protagonist) life 
before losing her 
parents (Summer 
2) 
 
Non-narrative – 
Science 
explanation text  
(Summer 1) 
 
Non-narrative – 
newspaper report 

Non-narrative - 
persuasive letter to 
future generations 
(Summer 2) 

https://www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk/custom/WW1/timeline-of-local-events.html
https://www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk/custom/WW1/timeline-of-local-events.html
https://www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk/custom/WW1/timeline-of-local-events.html
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  on extreme 
weather / real life 
events (Summer 2) 

Maths Code breaking linked 
to mathematical 
concepts. Link to the 
Morse code.  
Linked to measure – 
Planes/Forces 
 

Perimeter and area 
of camps on 
Cannock Chase.  
 
Made a decoration 
to take home for 
Christmas using 
circumference, 
radius and diameter. 
Santa mobile.  

Pythagoras and his 
theorem.  
Ancient measurement 
of length was based on 
the human body, for 
example the length of 
a foot, the length of a 
stride, the span of a 
hand, and the breadth 
of a thumb. (Link to 
science – height 
compared to span of 
arms – line graph) 

Statistics – Pie Chart 
to present data 
following a survey 
 
Roman Numerals 
(Shakespeare plays – 
acts and scenes) 
 
Grid references and 
translation related to 
the different locations 
around the UK 

Compare the 
distance between 
different 
locations, convert 
from imperial to 
metric 
measurements 

Statistics – Pie Chart – 
How much of our 
recycling is cardboard, 
plastic or paper? 

History World War II 
Winston Churchill  
The Blitz  
 

Clearly highlight the 
dates on the 
timeline and how 
close the wars were 
together. 

The study of Greek life 
and achievements and 
their influence on the 
Western world 
(mathematics, 
astronomy, medicine, 
philosophy, literature) 
Alexander the Great 
Olympics 
 

The life of 
Shakespeare (heritage 
texts) 

Geography focus Geography focus 

Geography Map work- locating 
the key areas within 
the war  – recording 
and using Grid 
reference.  
Collect comparative 
information from 
different countries / 
cities (e.g. population, 
weather). 

OS Maps of Cannock 
chase now. Potential 
trip to the case to 
practice map 
reading. 8 Figure 
compass  
.  

Human and Physical 
geography of Greece.  
How has it changed? 
How Is it different to 
the UK?  
 

Accurately use six and 
eight figure grid 
references. Mapping 
the key location in 

Macbeth.  

Earthquakes and 
volcanoes. 
Comparisons 
between physical 
and human 
geography of 
regions outside of 
Europe.  
 

Recycling investigation 
– collecting, presenting 
and analysing data. 
 
Analyse evidence and 
draw conclusions. 
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Science Forces (Year 5 KPIs) 
 
 

Materials (Year 5 
KPIs) 

Earth and space (Year 
5 KPIs) 

Plants - reproduction 
(Year 5 KPIs – under 
living things on 
tracker) 

Living things - life 
cycles (Year 5 KPIs)  
 

Animals and humans 
(Year 5 KPIs) 

Art and Design Use artist Paul Nash 
as inspiration to 
create his or her own 
watercolour painting. 

 

 Sculpture (create a 
Greek vase e.g. 
pottery)  

 
 

 Painting/ 
charcoal/ collage 
(create a before 
and after image of 
a natural disaster 
e.g. a tornado or 
wildfire. Children 
to choose which 
media they want) 

 

Design and 
Technology 

Mechanism (make 
their own aeroplane 
including a moving 
propeller) 
 
 

Computing (create 
contrasting image of 
Cannock Chase 
during WW1 and 
Cannock Chase 
today) 
 
Food – Explore 
rationing recipes  

 Design and sew 
Shakespeare 
characters for their 
theatre 

 Materials (children to 
use recycled materials 
for an upcycled project 
and decide what they 
would like to make. 
Ideas might be tins 
into a bug hotel, 
plastic into a planter) 

 

 
Computing J2E Planning : 

Infographics  
J2E Planning : 
Computers for 

J2E Planning : Programming Making Games 
Year 5 coding.  

J2E Planning : 
Analyse and 

Use Project evolve 
toolkit to deliver 
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Develop an 
understanding of 
what makes 
infographics a popular 
choice to present and 
share information. 
Develop an 
understanding of 
colour, styling, 
enhanced editing 
tools and the use of 
charts/graphs/tables 
to present 
information. They will 
research and select 
key information to 
present as an 
infographic in J2e5. 
 
Record Data on the 
war- create 
propaganda posters  

Communication and 
collaboration.  
 
How computers 
offer opportunities 
for communication 
and collaboration; 
considering how 
technology has 
improved, and forms 
of communication 
have changed as a 
result. Who has 
been influential in 
the changes of 
technology over 
time? 
 
How did they 
communicate in the 
war? How has it 
changed since then? 

 
Use selection, conditional statements, and 
variables in Scratch 3 to create simple games.  

interpret Data 
using 
Spreadsheets.  
 
Creating 
spreadsheets that 
are fit for purpose 
and support the 
user in finding the 
answer to 
problems.  
 
Recording 
different natural 
forces from 
around the word. 
Comparing data of 
different 
earthquakes.  

online safety lessons 
for tour year group.  
 
Apply skills for 
independent project 

Online Safety Privacy and Security 
(Password Setup) 
 
Self-Image and 
Identity 
 

Online Relationships 
 
Online Bullying 
(Anti Bullying Week) 

Online Reputation 
(Safer Internet Day) 

Health, Well Being 
and Lifestyle 

Managing Online 
Information 

Copyright and 
Ownership 

MFL 
* These objectives 
will be taught 
throughout the term 
through various 
topics e.g. holidays, 
greetings, festivals – 

Reading: 
Recognise familiar words in short written texts. 
Recognise cognates. 
Read and understand short texts and pick out some of details. 
 
Writing: 
Write short paragraphs in past tense. 
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  KW and FB to update 
half-termly. 

Use knowledge of grammar when writing.  
Include words to enhance writing e.g. adjectives, adverbs. 
Use dictionaries and glossaries to check words. 
 
Speaking: 
Be understood with little or no difficulty. 
Extend sentences giving more information and reasoning using conjunctions.  
Communicate with a partner, seeking and giving information. 
 
Listening: 
Engage in conversations and respond accurately. 
Ask and answer questions with confidence. 
Listen to a poem and dissect its meaning.  
Enjoy and take part in stories, songs and rhymes.  
Understand the main points and opinions in spoken passages. 

Music 

Thoughtfully select 
elements for a piece 
in order to gain a 
defined effect. 

Perform with 
controlled breathing 
(voice) and skillful 
playing (instrument). 
 
Focus on one battle 
and create a piece of 
music to reflect this. 

Understand the 
purpose of the 
treble and bass clefs 
and use them in 
transcribing 
compositions. 

Understand and use 

the # (sharp) and ♭ 
(flat) symbols. 

Use and understand 
simple time 
signatures. 

Choose from a wide 
range of musical 
vocabulary to 
accurately describe 
and appraise 
music including:  

    • pitch  
    • dynamics  
    • tempo  
    • timbre  
    • texture  
    • lyrics and melody  
    • sense of occasion  
    • expressive  
    • solo 
    • rounds 
    • harmonies 

Create rhythmic 
patterns with an 
awareness of timbre 
and duration. 

Combine a variety of 
musical devices, 
including melody, 
rhythm and chords 

Hold a part within a 
round. 

 
Listen with 
increased 
concentration to a 
range of music, 
both live and 
recorded.  
 
Respond with the 
mood and effects 
of the music. 
 
Listen to a variety 
of instrumental 
music that reflects 
the natural world. 

Use drones and 
melodic ostinati (based 
on the pentatonic 
scale). 

Use digital 
technologies to 
compose, edit 
and refine pieces of 
music. 

Create a piece of music 
to raise awareness of 
importance of 
recycling and 
sustainability.  
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  Study a traditional 
piece of Christmas 
music  

 

    • accompaniments 
    • drones 
    • cyclic patterns 
    • combination 
of musical elements 
    • cultural context. 
 
Share opinions about 
music and be able to 
justify these. 
 
Use music from the 
Greek era. 
 

Sing a harmony part 
confidently and 
accurately. 

Sustain a drone or a 
melodic ostinato 
to accompany singing. 

Create a song to tell 
the story of a 
Shakespeare play. 

 

RE Compare and contrast 
the lifestyles of 
different faith groups 
and give reasons why 
some within the same 
faith may adopt 
different lifestyles. 
 
Discovery RE Y5: 
What is the best way 
for a Hindu to show 
commitment to God? 
 

Explain why their 
own answers to 
ultimate questions 
may differ from 
those of others. 
 
Discovery RE Y5: Is 
the Christmas story 
true? 
 

Explain their own ideas 
about the answers to 
ultimate questions. 
 
Discovery RE Y5: How 
can Brahman be 
everywhere and in 
everything? 

Show an 
understanding of the 
role of a spiritual 
leader. 
 
Discovery RE Y5: Did 
God intend Jesus to 
be crucified and if so 
was Jesus aware of 
this? 

Explain why 
different religious 
communities or 
individuals may 
have a different 
view of what is 
right and wrong. 
 
Explain how some 
teachings and 
beliefs are shared 
between religions. 
 
Discovery RE Y5: 
Do beliefs in 
karma, samsara 
and moksha help 
Hindus lead good 
lives? 

Explain some of the 
different ways that 
individuals show their 
beliefs. 
 
Discover RE Y5: Explain 
some of the ways that 
Christians show their 
commitment to God. 

PE Dance 
Ball Skills 

 Gymnastics 
Invasion games 

 Athletics 
Striking 
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  Memorable 
Experience/Enrichme
nt 

Visit from Mark 
McKenzie (local 
historian) 

Graves on Cannock 
Chase  
 
Visit Rugeley 
cenotaph 
 
Local Community 
Christmas project 

Greek experience day 
 

Visit the Globe 
theatre 

Visit to an OEC Visit in Mosque 

 


