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House Points: 

Green: 2600 

Red: 2459 

Blue: 2445 

Yellow: 2194 
 

Stars of the Week:  
Reception:  Oscar and Sydney 

Year 1: Ben 

Year 2: Daniel D and Hermione 

Year 3/4: Faith, Savannah and Grace 

Year 5: Jennifer and Chloe 

Year 6: Cole and Skye      

 

In 

Year 

Two, 

the 

children 

have been inspired by author and illustrator James 

Mayhew. After reading his story, ‘Katie in London’, the 

children have been inspired to write their own 

adventures through our capital city.   

 

First, they read the book and ‘ripped it’ for great 

vocabulary and ideas. Then, they learnt the story 

through using story maps and actions. What amazing 

authors they have become!  

 

Year 2 has been busy learning about the landmarks of 

London as a part of our ‘Fire Fire’ adventure, which 

explores the events of the Great Fire of London.   

Issue 10: Thursday 12th November 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER: 

11th -  Governing Board Meeting 5.30pm 

13th – Children in Need – Wacky Hair Day 

23rd – Flu immunisation Rec-Y6 

 

DECEMBER:  

7th – Christmas Panto  

8th – Y5/6 Christmas Dinner and Party 

8th – Nursery/Tots Christmas Dinner & Party 

9th – Y3/4 Christmas Dinner and Party 

9th -  Governing Board Meeting 5.30pm 

10th – Y1/2 Christmas Dinner and Party 

11th – Reception Christmas Dinner & Party 

15th – Mr Redpath working with Y2 

17th – School Closes to children at 2pm 

18th – Staff Development Day 

18th – School Closes to staff 

 

January 2021 

4th – School opens to Staff – Staff 

Development Day  

5th – School opens to children  

 

 

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAYS FOR 

2020-2021 

Friday 18th December 2020 

Monday 4th January 2021 

Friday 18th June 2021 

_______________________ 
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Friday 6th November was National Skipping 

Day. To celebrate this, and to raise money to improve 

our library, children completed the first sponsored JB 

Skipathon!  

 

Children from all classes from Reception to Year 6 took 

part in ensuring that 

somebody was skipping 

in school from the start of school to the end of the 

day. Children had lots of fun, as did the staff! 

We’re waiting patiently to find out the total from 

the sponsorship.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

School Age Immunisation Team 

 
 
Midlands Partnership NHS Foundation trust has been made aware of a number of 

letters to schools expressing concerns about the safety and effectiveness of the children’s flu vaccine 
nasal spray. These concerns appear to relate to a number of misconceptions about the vaccine, many 
of which are addressed in the leaflet you can access through the link below. Some of the specific 
misconceptions are also addressed in this letter.  
 
The nasal influenza vaccine contains a live attenuated (weakened) influenza virus which helps protect 
against influenza infection in those who receive it. Live attenuated influenza vaccine (LAIV) does not 
cause clinical influenza in those immunised and it is offered to children because it works well, has a 
good safety record and is easier to administer than an injectable vaccine.  

Millions of doses of LAIV have now been given in the UK and it has an excellent safety profile.  LAIV is 

used in a number of other countries worldwide including the USA.  

 

Unvaccinated contacts are not at risk of becoming seriously ill with the weakened flu vaccine virus, 

either through being in the same room where flu vaccine has been given, or by being in contact with a 

recently vaccinated individual. Therefore, there is no need for any child or staff member to be excluded 

from school during the period when LAIV is being offered or in the following weeks. The tiny number of 

children who are extremely immunocompromised (for example those who have just had a bone 

marrow transplant), are already advised not to attend school because of the definite and much higher 

risk of contact with other infections that spread in schools.  

 



Polysorbate 80 is a common food additive, for example it is used in ice cream. It is used in several 

vaccines as an emulsifier (to hold other ingredients together). Compared to its use in foods, there is 

very little polysorbate 80 in vaccines.  

 

Exposure to vaccine virus during administration 

The vaccine is administered using a nasal applicator which delivers just 0.1ml (around 1/50th of 

a teaspoon) of fluid into each nostril. No ‘mist’ of vaccine virus escapes into the air and 

therefore other people in the room should not be at risk of “catching” the vaccine virus. The 

room or school in which administration of nasal influenza vaccine has taken place does not 

require any special cleaning afterwards. 

 

Although in theory, healthcare workers could be exposed to the vaccine virus if it was 

accidentally released outside of the child’s nose, during the extensive use of the vaccine over 

many years in the UK and the USA, no transmission of the vaccine virus to healthcare workers 

has been reported to date.  

Vaccine effectiveness 

The effectiveness of the vaccine will vary from year to year, depending on the match between 

the strains of flu in circulation and those contained in the vaccine.  Since the introduction of the 

LAIV programme for children in the UK in 2013, the vaccine effectiveness for laboratory 

confirmed infection has been good. During 2014/15, pilots were carried out in selected areas 

of England in which all primary school aged children were offered LAIV. These areas saw a 

93% reduction in hospital admissions due to confirmed influenza and a 94% reduction in GP 

consultations for influenza-like illness in primary school children. 

Shedding of vaccine virus 

Although vaccinated children do shed vaccine virus for a few days after vaccination, the virus 

is less able to spread from person-to-person than the natural infection. The amount of virus 

shed is normally below that needed to spread infection to others and the virus does not survive 

for long outside of the body. This is in contrast to natural flu infection, which spreads easily 

during the flu season. In schools where vaccine is being offered therefore, the overall risk of 

contact with influenza viruses is massively reduced by having most children vaccinated.  

 

Despite this overall low risk of transmission, parents of children with immune problems may be 

concerned about their child being exposed to recently vaccinated children who may be 

shedding virus. In the USA, where there has been extensive use of LAIV for many years, 

serious illness amongst immunocompromised contacts who are naturally exposed to vaccine 

virus has never been observed. Expert doctors at Great Ormond Street Hospital, who deal with 

many children with very serious immune problems, do not recommend keeping such children 

off school purely because of vaccination. It is important that all children with immune problems, 

and their siblings and family contacts, should themselves be vaccinated, usually with an 

injected (inactivated) vaccine. 



A tiny number of children who are extremely severely immunocompromised  

e.g. immediately after a bone marrow transplant, would not be attending school anyway 

because the risk from all the other infections that children pass to each other at school would 

be too great.  

Black Triangle medicines (▼) 

The LAIV (Fluenz® Tetra) used to have a black triangle symbol from 2013/14 through to 2018/19.  It 
no longer requires this symbol.   Before being granted a UK licence, all medicines (including vaccines) 
undergo a rigorous assessment of evidence relating to their safety, quality and efficacy. Following the 
introduction of a newly licensed medicine into the UK, it is given a black triangle (▼) symbol, usually 
for five years.  This symbol is used as a reminder to healthcare professionals and the public to report 
all suspected side-effects to the Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency (MHRA). It 
does not restrict the use of the medicine to healthcare premises. Vaccine safety is carefully and 
continuously monitored by the MHRA even when a vaccine no longer carries the black triangle symbol. 

Consent to immunisation 

The NHS and Public Health England information leaflet for parents (link below) covers topics such as 
side effects of LAIV, lists children to whom the vaccine should not be given and contains information 
about its porcine gelatine content. It also provides a link to the NHS website for further information and 
sign-posts parents to their GP, school nurse or health visitor if they wish to discuss the immunisation 
further.   
www.gov.uk/government/publications/flu-vaccination-leaflets-and-posters 

Summary 

LAIV has a good safety and effectiveness record. Unvaccinated contacts are not at risk of becoming 
seriously ill with the weakened flu vaccine virus, either through being in the same room where flu 
vaccine has been given or by being in contact with a recently vaccinated individual. Excluding children 
from school during the period when LAIV is being offered or in the following weeks is therefore not 
necessary.  

Further information 

Further information for head teachers can be found in the leaflet: Flu vaccination: advice for 
headteachers: 
 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/flu-vaccination-in-schools 
 

School Age Immunisation Team 

  
Midlands Partnership NHS Foundation Trust 

Rising Brook Health Centre 

Merrey Road 

ST17 9LY 

:  0300 124 0366 

: school.immunisation@mpft.nhs.uk; schoolimmunisation.south@nhs.net  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/flu-vaccination-leaflets-and-posters
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/flu-vaccination-in-schools
mailto:school.immunisation@mpft.nhs.uk
mailto:schoolimmunisation.south@nhs.net


 

Our Values: 
    Collective Responsibility 

“I am always an important part of the team.” 
 

Respect: 

 “I am always proud of myself and those around me.” 

 

Resilience:  

“I overcome challenges and try new things every day.” 
 

Reflection: 

   “Am I the best I can be?” 

 

Our Vision:  We are preparing our children to live fulfilled lives as 

positive, motivated lifelong learners who adapt, contribute and give their 

best as local, national and global citizens in an ever-changing 

technological world. 
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                      SCHOOL TERMS AND HOLIDAY DATES 
                                           2020/2022 
 
    
Monday 11th May to Friday 15th May – End of Key Stage 2 Statutory Assessment Tests (SATs) 

Key Stage 1 SATs – During the months of May and June 
 
AUTUMN TERM 2020 
Staff Development Day  Tuesday 1st September 
School Opens    Wednesday 2nd September 
School Closes    Friday 23rd October 
Holiday    Monday 26th October to Friday 30th October 
Staff Development Day  Monday 2nd November 
School Opens    Tuesday 3rd November  
Staff Development Day  Friday 18th December  
Holiday    Monday 21st December to Friday 1st January 
 
 
SPRING TERM 2021 
Staff Development Day  Monday 4th January 
School Opens    Tuesday 5th January 
School Closes    Friday 12th February  
Holiday    Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February 
School Opens    Monday 22nd February 
School Closes    Thursday 1st April 
Holiday    Friday 2nd April to Friday 16th April  
 
 
SUMMER TERM 2021 
School Opens    Monday 19th April 
May Day    Monday 3rd May 
School Closes    Friday 28th May  
Holiday    Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June 
School Opens    Monday 7th June 
Staff Development Day  Friday 18th June 
School Closes    Wednesday 21st July 
Holiday    Thursday 22nd July to Tuesday 31st August 
 
Monday 10th May to Friday 14th May – End of Key Stage 2 Statutory Assessment Tests (SATs) 
Key Stage 1 SATs – During the months of May and June 
 
AUTUMN TERM 2021 
Staff Development Day  Wednesday 1st September 
School Opens     Thursday 2nd September 
School Closes    Friday 22nd October 
Holiday     Monday 25th October to Friday 29th October 
School Opens    Monday 1st November  
School Closes     Friday 17th December 
Holiday    Monday 20th December to Monday 3rd January 
 
SPRING TERM 2022 
School Opens     Tuesday 4th January 
School Closes    Friday 18th February 
Holiday    Monday 21st February to Friday 25th February 
School Opens    Monday 28th February  
School Closes    Friday 8th April 
Holiday    Monday 11th April to Friday 22nd April 
 
SUMMER TERM 2022 
School Opens    Monday 25th April 
May Day    Monday 2nd May 
School Closes    Friday 27th May 
Holiday    Monday 30th May to Friday 3rd June 
School Opens    Monday 6th June  
School Closes    Thursday 21st July 
Holiday    Friday 22nd July to Friday 2nd September 
 

Inset Days & Statutory Assessment Tests (SATs)  
for Autumn Term 2020 to Summer Term 2021 to be notified at a later date 


