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The Bamford Beat… 

At the heart of learning 

  Friday 3rd December 2021 

 

 

 

Maths Ambassadors 

On Friday 27th November the Maths Ambassadors had their first official 

meeting together. We discussed many ideas for Maths and it was so lovely 

to see how enthusiastic the children were. After much discussion, they 

have decided on a theme for ‘Number Day’ 2022. This will take place on 

Friday 4th February and the theme will be ‘Maths Rocks’ where children 

and staff will be invited to come into school dressed as Rockstars. They are 

also going to launch weekly year group TT Rockstars Competitions, starting 

with Years 1 and 2. Each Maths Ambassador was very proud to receive their badge from Miss Thomas 

when she visited the classrooms this week and it is fantastic to see them wearing them with pride.  

 

 

  

 

Reading Across the Curriculum 

This term the children at The John Bamford Primary School have been putting 

their reading skills into practice and not only building their fluency but using it 

to extend their knowledge about other subjects. When you look in books and 

talk to children, you can see how the pupils have used reading a tool to explore 

history and the world around them this term. Recently, the pupils in Year 5 and 

6 completed a VIPERS lesson on ‘Hadrian’s Wall’ and deepened their 

understanding of why this epic construction is part of our countries landscape 

today. In Years 1 and 2, children were exploring non-fiction texts online when 

they researched Rugeley as part of their local adventure. It has been brilliant to 

see the beautiful work in Years 3 and 4 too, as they have learnt about Tudor fashion and the Tudor Rose 

this term in their VIPERS sessions. It is brilliant to see pupils using reading to extend their knowledge and 

use it as a doorway into other subjects. At The John Bamford Primary School, reading across the curriculum 

is extremely important.  

 

https://www.istockphoto.com/vector/reading-story-book-gm165049920-2819067
https://www.istockphoto.com/vector/reading-children-gm487042432-72809697
http://www.google.co.uk/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=http://clipart-library.com/images-of-math.html&ved=2ahUKEwj0qvXXu4v0AhUF8xQKHdRmA5EQqoUBegQIChAB&usg=AOvVaw1RIXoilw-0tac9zNd4Vr_V
https://www.google.co.uk/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/maths/&ved=2ahUKEwiS_emKuov0AhUt5uAKHdJwBhcQqoUBegQIDRAB&usg=AOvVaw2J5kwyPDo95oD1P9ZR24yw
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 This week in Nursery and Tots, we had so much fun enjoying the snowy weather! 

We made gingerbread biscuits and after a play in the snow, we warmed up with a 

hot chocolate and our yummy biscuits. We are now in the festive spirit, by decorating our 

classrooms and making Christmas crafts! We have had our last week of 

practising our performances to show all of our families next 

week! 

 

 

 

This week, we had a lovely surprise as we had a snow day! We started off, by walking 

around the school grounds to inspire sentences for our writing. When we came inside, we 

warmed up with hot chocolates and marshmallows. Later on, we used our art 

sketchbooks to practice our watercolour techniques by creating a graded 

wash background. Salt was used to lift the watercolour to create a snow like pattern and 

templates were used to create a snowman silhouette.  

 

In Years 5 and 6, the children have come to the end of our fantastic adventure ‘Romans on 

the Rampage.’ On Monday, we reflected on our learning and had a debate about the key question, ‘Were 

the Romans really rotten?’ and followed this by writing our own balanced argument. In History, we then went on to 

learn about the fall of the Roman Empire and then finally completed our adventure by adding the knowledge we had 

acquired to our KWL grids. It really has been an amazing term that has opened our eyes and shown us how History 

has shaped our world, our country and our lifestyles today.  

 

This week, Years 1 and 2 have been learning all about healthy eating and diets in Science. We 

decided to conduct a small investigation to find out just how much grease there 

is in different kinds of crisps. We used paper and kitchen towel to absorb as 

much grease as possible from the crisps after we crushed them with our rolling 

technique. We used different items to crush the crisps and we even used our 

hands to crush them too. We found out that all the crisps had a lot of grease in 

them and were not the healthiest of snacks!  

 

We started our week in Reception with some fun in the snow. The 

children loved playing out on the field, all wrapped up in their warm clothes. They 

also did some great writing about the snow. On Wednesday, we had an exciting 

visitor in our classroom! We were practising our nativity songs and suddenly, a special package 

arrived. It had been delivered to the school office. We talked about it and the children decided 

that we needed to untie the bow. Inside there was a cheeky elf, sent from Santa in the North 

Pole, to watch the children in preparation for Christmas. Some children even said they have an 

elf at home. The children did some writing about what they would like to call the elf and we 

voted to choose the name ‘Elvis’. The children were so excited 

to see all the Christmas lights and decorate the classroom and 

our Christmas tree. What a great start to our Christmas adventure! 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fbanksprimary%2Fstatus%2F1252129770906824705&psig=AOvVaw3qfoy87d5LXy6mOtO2Y4PO&ust=1615915945118000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMjYypbqsu8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAO
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartkey.com%2Fview%2FiowmxJ_mrs-pill-clipart-freeuse-stock-year-2%2F&psig=AOvVaw0bz-L133JPqGObvoLlKbiw&ust=1615978769467000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNjN0ZbUtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAP
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ysgolhiraddug.org.uk%2Fyear-6%2F&psig=AOvVaw1vphhBXT9ZdvxzvI_6k6uI&ust=1615979092845000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMCN67zVtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcloverhillprimary.org%2Findex.php%2F2020%2F12%2F11%2Freception-class-friday-update-11th-december%2F&psig=AOvVaw1CYa6ODdsXqVRTEDTGlQd2&ust=1615978907154000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMj4s9jUtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAi
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcloverhillprimary.org%2Findex.php%2F2020%2F12%2F11%2Fyear-1-newsletter-for-7th-11th-december%2F&psig=AOvVaw1CYa6ODdsXqVRTEDTGlQd2&ust=1615978907154000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMj4s9jUtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAo
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fbrakpanherald.co.za%2F144794%2Fselecting-a-preschool-what-you-need-to-know%2F&psig=AOvVaw0_doR9xoFVXrze-i7S_n1r&ust=1615979375296000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJDw28PWtO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAo
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Mindfulness is a type of meditation in which you focus on being intensely aware of what 
you are sensing and feeling in the moment, without interpretation or judgment. Practicing 
mindfulness involves breathing methods, guided imagery, and other practices to relax the 
body and mind and help reduce stress. 

One easy way for children to dip their toes into mindfulness is through body poses. To get 
your kids excited, tell them that doing fun poses can help them feel strong, brave, and 
happy. 

Have the children go somewhere quiet and familiar; a place they feel safe. Next, tell them 
to try one of the following poses: 

1. The Superman: this pose is practiced by standing with the feet just wider than the 
hips, fists clenched, and arms reached out to the sky, stretching the body as tall as 
possible. 

2. The Wonder Woman: this pose is struck by standing tall with legs wider than hip-
width apart and hands or fists placed on the hips. 

Ask the children how they feel after a few rounds of trying either of these poses. You may 
be surprised. 
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Our School 

Values: 
 

    Collective 

Responsibility “I 

am always an 

important part of the team.” 

 

Respect: 

 “I am always proud of myself 

and those around me.” 

 

Resilience:  

“I overcome 

challenges and try 

new things every day.” 

 

Reflection:                                                                         

“Am I the best I 

can be?”

 

 

 

Our School Vision:  We are preparing our children to live 

fulfilled lives as positive, motivated lifelong learners who adapt, 

contribute and give their best as local, national and global citizens in an 

ever-changing technological world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wallacestone.falkirk.sch.uk%2F_images%2F345601_l.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wallacestone.falkirk.sch.uk%2Fschool_%2Fschool_values%2Fschool_values.html&tbnid=EvrJicJ2t2mvbM&vet=10CBcQMyjTAWoXChMI-MiLobzx8gIVAAAAAB0AAAAAEAM..i&docid=NF0OPOPchOJcXM&w=880&h=623&q=values&hl=en-GB&ved=0CBcQMyjTAWoXChMI-MiLobzx8gIVAAAAAB0AAAAAEAM
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.runctonholmewormegay.co.uk%2F_files%2Fimages%2Fclipart%2F2BC510F2F30FE0E846BBDA1BD411A033.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.holycrossfederation.org.uk%2Fpage%2F%3Ftitle%3DOur%2BSchool%2BVision%26pid%3D1193&tbnid=pGzPY177-6HPVM&vet=12ahUKEwiK2rnxu_HyAhUUBRoKHbBYAtkQMyg0egQIARBU..i&docid=YIC235t5Utge_M&w=300&h=248&q=vision&hl=en-GB&ved=2ahUKEwiK2rnxu_HyAhUUBRoKHbBYAtkQMyg0egQIARBU
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNmVxMvI58cCFeIX2wod_cANAQ&url=http://www.gracetabernacle.co.uk/gt-vision.html&psig=AFQjCNEI6R6qi4ld1U9tYGtdafH1H0nWFw&ust=1441806031302905
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Date Event 

 

  

25th – 31st October School Holidays – school closed 

1st November  School closed for staff development day 

8th & 9th November   Roman workshop for Years 5 & 6 

11th November  Remembrance Service – Rugeley Cenotaph Years 3 & 4 

15th – 19th November  Inter Faith Week and Anti-bullying Week  

16th November  Reception and Y6 Height and Weight checks  

17th November  Reception – Y6 Flu vaccinations  

17th November   Meeting of the Governing Board at 5.30pm 

26th November  JB choir to perform in Rugeley  

3rd December   Black Country Museum visit – Years 5 & 6 

6th December  Theatre visit to see Robin Hood – Years 3 & 4  

7th December  Christmas Party and Christmas dinner day Years 5 & 6  

8th December  Christmas Party and Christmas dinner day Years 3 & 4 

8th December  Theatre visit to see Robin Hood – Years 1 & 2 

9th December  Christmas Party and Christmas dinner day Years 1 & 2 

9th December  Decorate JB Christmas tree in St Augustine’s Church – JLT and Mrs Marshall 

9th December  Rocksteady concert TBC 

10th December  Christmas Party and Christmas dinner day EYFS  

14th December  Visit to Amerton Farm - Reception and Nursery  

15th December  Meeting of the Governing Board at 5.30pm 

16th December  Christmas Jumper Day  

16th December School closes at 2.00pm 

17th December  School closed for staff development day 
18th Dec’21 – 3rd Jan’22 Christmas Holidays - school closed 

4th January  School closed for staff development day 

5th January   School opens to children  

School INSET days for Academic Year 2021-2022: 

1st September 2021, 1st November 2021, 17th December 2021, 4th January 2022, 17th June 2022 

 

 

 

 


