
 

 

 

  

Here we are with the second Newsletter from the 
Governing Board at The John Bamford Primary 
School. 

Governing Board Members 
 

 Miss L. Thomas – Head Teacher 

 Mr M. Edwards –  Deputy Head - Co-opted          

 Mrs K. Bryan – Chair 

 Mrs A. Hazel – Vice Chair  

 Mrs E. Dean – Staff Governor 

 Mrs S. Marland – Parent Governor 

 Mr K Millerchip - Parent Governor 

 Miss Sandi Duckett – Co-Opted 

After the resignation of our previous Chair, when 

she moved to Cumbria with her family, the 

Governing Board moved to elect new Chair and 

vice-chair, Mrs Kath Bryan and Mrs Angela Hazel, 

respectively.  

A new parent Governor, Mr Kevin Millerchip joined 

the Board and Mrs Sarah Marland was re-elected 

for another term.  

Mr Ashley Cooper, our LA governor, has recently 

resigned due to work commitments. We would like 

to say a big thank you to Ashley for all his time and 

work as a governor at John Bamford and wish him 

well. We know we will be able to call on him if we 

need to. 

However, we are pleased to announce that the 
Governing Board have recently co-opted a new 
governor, Miss Sandi Duckett. I’m sure you will 
meet her and get to know more about her over 
the next few weeks. Welcome Sandi! 
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 Governor Roles and Responsibilities 
 
The Governing Board has a vital role to play for 
the effective running of The John Bamford 
Primary School.  
The Governing Board have been working on a new 
development plan, which forms part of the overall 
School Improvement Plan. The Governors have a 
responsibility to ensure they continue to keep 
their skills and training updated, in order to assist 
the Head in managing the school effectively  
 
Governors do not manage the school day-to-day, 
but are required to oversee its long-term strategic 
development. The role can be split  into three core 
roles: 
 

Strategic Management: 
 Governors establish a strategic framework, which 
helps to set the schools aims and objectives.  
Progress is then monitored and evaluated by 
Governors to ensure the desired results are being 
produced. 
 

Support & Challenge:  
This involves ensuring accountability by asking the 
difficult questions and guaranteeing that the 
school is responsible for its actions.  Governors 
use the skills they bring from their experiences 
and the Governor training they undertake, to 
support the school in achieving its aims and 
recognising good performance. 
 

Executive Decision Making:  
This includes allocating and controlling the school 
budget and appointing senior staff. 
 
The structure of the Governing Board at The John 
Bamford School allows for each of these three 
core roles to be effectively completed, carried out 
along with the support of the Headteacher and 
Staff. 
 
Mrs K Bryan 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

Elizabeth Dean – Staff Governor 
 
During the Autumn Term Governors took some time to look at a variety of books from different year groups 

across The John Bamford Primary School. As we looked at each book we were extremely pleased to see the 

pupils taking such pride in their presentation and learning. Every subject from maths through to geography was 

recorded in an exciting and captivating manner. The books which each tell the story of a great adventure, were 

detailed and a pleasure to look at. It was clear to see that pupils had enjoyed a variety of adventures. Adventures 

ranged from whole school learning linked to Michael Morpurgo's 'Where My Wellies Take Me', to individual year 

group adventures based on the mysterious legacy of Tutankhamun. It was a privilege for us to get the 

opportunity to share pupils learning and we were very proud of what the children continue to achieve.  

    The Governing board would like to say a huge well done to all of the pupils and staff who continue to work so 

hard. 

 

 

                                                     

 
 

  

 

 
  

Update from Parent Governor Sarah Marland 

Here we are Easter 2017.  Since the start of a new school year in September, I have been present at numerous 

Governors meetings, Attendance Group meetings and I have been lucky enough to see many wonderful School 

events, Christmas Performances including Key Stage One, at The Church of the Holy Spirit, the Carol concert 

with Key Stage Two at St Augustine’s and the little tiny tot’s in the Nursery Performance.  

As Governor linked to the JB PTA, I’ve manned the sweet stall at the Halloween Disco and helped out at the 

Christmas Fayre. The funds for the ‘Bank Job’, are building up nicely and we continue to fund many smaller 

projects along the way. Check out the upcoming JB PTA Newsletters for more details. 

I have also been fortunate enough to be re-elected for another term to the Governing Board, thank you to 

everyone who took the time to vote! 

Onwards and upwards - Sarah Marland 

Recognising our young Ambassadors.  

Our Children continue to be great ambassadors as they successfully represent The John Bamford Primary 

School in a number of different fields.                                                                                                                       

Congratulations to our:                                                                                                                                                              

Football teams, who are on a winning streak.  

The Netball team, who have also been successful recently. 

The JB Cross Country team, always a great group of outstanding athletes, the Tri-golf team, finished second 

this month, the excellent Tag Rugby team and our Quiz team, what a great win they had for the school. 

The very large Glee Club is currently rehearsing for their next spectacular and not forgetting the dedicated  

staff who give their time so freely to support and guide the children in these and many other activities.    

  A very big thank you and well done to them all.                                                                                           

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What the Governing Board has been up to… 

Annual Skills Audit:  

The Governing Board recently completed a skills audit, in order 

to establish any gaps in our learning. We are also in the process 

of setting up an audit for the Chair’s skills, after giving her a few 

months to settle into the role!  

Training and Continued Professional 

Development: 

From the skills audit we have established online training for the 

Governors, which a number have taken on with great 

enthusiasm. This will ensure that we have a well informed and 

questioning governing board. 

Community Links:  

We are thinking about our links to the community and 

working on ways to improve those links.  

Governor Visits:   

Governors visit the school at different times, including during the 

school day, periodically completing ‘Learning Walks’, with the 

Head, talking to staff and children to keep an open dialogue with 

both and monitor progress first-hand. 

The Chair is attending the Parent Consultation Evenings along 

with at least one other governor. We have a presence at school 

events and are contactable by email on,       

                        governors@johnbamford.staffs.sch.uk 

Policies & Procedures:   

The Governor’s continue to monitor and ratify policies and 

procedures. 

As part of our intention to keep Parents in touch with the role of 

the governors we are writing an impact statement which details 

our involvement since September 2016, this will be posted on the 

Governor page of The John Bamford Primary School web site at 

the end of the school year. 

Kath Bryan   

 

Introducing our new Parent Governor 

My name is Kevin Millerchip, I was fortunate 

enough to be appointed as a Parent Governor 

in October 2016. I have two children at The 

John Bamford Primary School, I work for JCB 

and live locally. I wanted to become more 

involved with my children’s school, when the 

governor vacancy came up I thought it was a 

good opportunity. I have so far enjoyed it and 

have now been a governor for 4 months. 

The first thing that struck me was that 

progression is important to our school, we are 

constantly moving forward as a whole school, 

never afraid to look at new ideas. Standing 

still is just not an option! I am learning more 

about the school and how it works, I too have 

been caught up in the need to progress. I am 

completing online governor training courses 

that not only educate me but enable me to 

appropriately challenge and support the 

governing body. I have been able to support 

the JB PTA with some of their events too. I 

can honestly say that I am enjoying being a 

parent governor, being part of the decision-

making process and getting involved in all 

aspects of school life. I look forward to being 

able to support miss Thomas and the other 

governors in the achievements and challenges 

that lie ahead for The John Bamford Primary 

School. 

 

Hot off the Press  

I just had to make room to say a huge well 
done the group of dancers who represented 
The John Bamford Primary School at the 
Theatre in Cannock 16th March 2017, ‘Gotta 
Dance 2017’, and Mrs Sheldon, who put this 
group together. They were brilliant, I’m sure 
I’m not being biased, they were really 
excellent. Well done they were, as expected, 
great ambassadors for the school.  

Kath Bryan 

Parent Governor 

My name is Kevin Millerchip, I was fortunate 

enough to be appointed as a Parent Governor 

in October 2016. I have two children at The 

John Bamford Primary School, I work for JCB 

and live locally. I wanted to become more 

involved with my children’s school, when the 

governor vacancy came up I thought it was a 

good opportunity. I have so far enjoyed it and 

have now been a governor for 4 months. 

The first thing that struck me was that 

progression is important to our school, we are 

constantly moving forward as a whole school, 

never afraid to look at new ideas. Standing still 

is just not an option! I am learning more about 

the school and how it works, I too have been 

caught up in the need to progress. I am 

completing online governor training courses 

that not only educate me but enable me to 

appropriately challenge and support the 

Governing Board. I have been able to support 

the JB PTA with some of their events too. I can 

honestly say that I am enjoying being a parent 

governor, being part of the decision-making 

process and getting involved in all aspects of 

school life. I look forward to being able to 

support Miss Thomas and the other governors 

in the achievements and challenges that lie 

ahead for The John Bamford Primary School. 

 

 



 

 

 

 Kath Bryan - Chair of Governors 

 In my Governor role I am part of the Attendance Group Meetings in School, along with Parent Governor,  Sarah  

Marland, three members of staff and the Education Welfare Worker (EWW). We meet once a month in order to   

monitor the attendance of, in the first instance individual children, then the attendance of all the children at The John 

Bamford Primary School.                                                                                                                                                                                    

The Government expects: 

Schools and local authorities to: 

 Promote good and regular attendance and reduce absence, including persistent absence; 

 Ensure every pupil has access to full-time education to which they are entitled; and 

 Act early to address patterns of absence. 

 

Parents to : 

 Perform their legal duty by ensuring their child of compulsory school age who are registered at school 

attend regularly. 

The Head, school staff and Governors work tirelessly for the children at The John Bamford Primary School to   

ensure they receive their entitlement of an excellent education, their attendance is a crucial element in their 

education. 

While recognising that children get ill and in those instances, they should be at home getting well, but we do urge 

all parents to ensure their children are in school regularly. 

Due to Government changes your child’s attendance is now flagged up when it falls below 90%. 

Taking a holiday during term time is a hot and controversial topic and there has recently been a legal landmark  

case. It appears that the Government will be making a change in the law which states what ‘regular attendance’, 

would be.        

The John Bamford School would always promote the regular attendance of all its pupils in order for the children     

to access, in full, the education to which they are entitled     

I found this lovely poem recently, I thought I would share it with you.   

I Want To Go To School Today 

I want to go to school today, oh please just let me go.                                                                                                                          

I know I look sleepy and it’s cold outside with snow.                                                                                                                              

I promise you I’ll wake up, get dressed and put on shoes.                                                                                                                                

If I miss school, it’s always hard to do what others do.                                                                                                                         

I miss one day and I was sad, the class had learned so much.                                                                                                      

They learned new words and numbers and all I did was blush.                                                                                                    

The teachers sat with only me and helped me best she can.                                                                                                                

She told me not to worry, she will help me understand.                                                                                                                    

It took some time, but I caught up, I smiled and felt so proud.                                                                                                

‘Fantastic’, said the teacher and the kids all cheered out loud.                                                                                                                     

I love my school and all my friends, I learn so much each day.                                                                                                         

We read new books and have such fun, Please let me go today.   By Suzanne Vass 

 



 

 

 

 


